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Prize Winner in Sword $1,000 Evangelistic Sermon Contest 


An Adulteress In The King’s Palace 
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By Evangelist Philip R. Li Calzi 
Greenwich, New Jersey 


by the late Dr. Walter A. Maier 


. 
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“Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown” is an old 
a f , | Saying, the truth of which David, king of Israel, knew by 
a Se a On SS | | sad experience. Moreover, Israel was at war. 


Unable to sleep one night, David | i = 
rose from his bed to stroll the 
palace roof garden. It was from 
this vantage point, looking down 
upon the surrounding homes, that 
the king’s vision unwittingly | short words, “I am with child.” 
transgressed the privacy of aj| Energized by the awful dread of 
beautiful woman who was taking | exposure, David forged out a prom- 
her bath. ‘ising strategy. Although simple, 

Off guard, seeking diversion! the scheme was clever. Word was 
from weighty responsibilities of | sent Joab, the commander of Is- 
the kingdom, the sight of the wom- rael’s armies, requesting the re- 
an lured the king’s thoughts onto | turn of Uriah the Hittite, husband 

Misc ps treacherous, forbidden paths. Even of Bathsheba, who was a soldier 
Rev. Philip R. Li Calzi before he turned away, a plan be-|0n the battlefield. Under the pre- 
'gan to take shape. On the morrow, | tense of seeking first-hand infor- 
he would send his messengers to | Mation on the latest developments 
‘learn the name of the unknown / Of war from a man in the ranks, 
forty-two lines to the page—Gu- 
you would truly have a treasure, 


Exposition 2 
4 | beauty! David questioned Uriah, then 
tenberg’s Bible, the first book ever 
for when these newly discovered 


| The empty arms of a woman granted him a leave of absense in 
| whose husband was away at war, 
printed with movable metal type, ; the flattery of a king’s attention, 
second - century - before - Christ 


order that he might partake of 
the comforts and privileges of his 
the sinful tendencies of human | home. 

, — scrolls are auctioned, some ex- nature—these all combined to as-| The strategy, although cunning, 
perts think they will bring a bid Matthew 14:14-33 sault the citadel of honor in Bath- | failed completely. Uriah, a man of 
of at least one million dollars. If Verse 14. “And Jesus went forth,|Sheba’s heart. Step by step the ‘unusual valor and devotion, re- 
you possessed the original books in| png saw aq great multitude, and|Way was paved. Then one night | fused the privileges of home while 
fboth the Old and New Testaments, | yg moved with compassion to- darkness witnessed the illicit af- | his comrades encamped midst the 
you would be one of the richest | ,.5+¢ them, and he healed their| fection which crowned the success hardships and dangers of the bat- 

People in the pen geed _ Se sick.” of iniquity’s plot. met ‘ a 1 
manuscripts wou the mos ; As souls whose steps are dogged oiled, ing David then em- 
valuable of all collections. views at ate deg ee nerent | by the shadows of guilt, David and | ployed a time-honored strategy of 
} Of course, the chance that you ha etete at their inde. Many Soa Bathsheba took refuge in the | knaves. On the morrow, Uriah was 


| : 
oy glia gare spate doaite tens officer when he sees a multitude | thought that no one in all the| 
Xe ’ P considers how long it would take 


ripture is plain, inexpensive, 
of Scrip Pp P to march them from a certain 


it is nevertheless a treasure of | 

: ; f place. Another man begins cal- | 

inestimable value, and of priceless, culating how much food they will Not The MUNE y 
all need. Another begins to esti- | 
mate their wealth: another to cal- 


peerless blessing. In a small third- 
floor room of a dilapidated Chica- 
culate how many per cent will die 
in the year. But the Lord Jesus 
First of Several Articles on the Christian and His Money 
by Evangelist John R. Rice 


“Tt cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver 
be weighed for the price thereof .’—Job 28:15. 


How much is your Bible worth, supposing, of course, you 
have God’s Word, although experts claim that 8,500,000 fami- 
lies in our country are without Scripture? If some of you 
Pennsylvania folks discover that the Bible you have inherited 
from a long line of ancestors is-the first edition of Scriptures 
ever published in this country, a German translation, col- 
lectors may pay you $1,000 for a well preserved copy. 


world would know. Then one day 
a messenger placed a note in the 
king’s hand. Signed by Bathsheba, 
it sounded an alarm in the few, 


If some of you New Englanders 
have an old Bible up in your attic, 
dust it off and examine it! Should 
it prove to be John Eliot’s Indian 
Bible, you can sell it for $40,000. 
By great good fortune, should your 
forefathers have brought with 
them to this country a large, 
roughly bound volume about two 
feet high, printed on heavy paper, 


this rare speciman would bring al- 
most $100,000 at auction. If some- 
how you should have in your pos- 
session a collection of Old Testa- 
ment books similar to those sec- 
tions found two years ago in the 
cave on the shores of the Dead 
Sea, the leather scrolls of Isaiah 
and Habakkuk which so deservedly 
attract widespread attention now, 


(Continued on page 8) 


month, leaving among other arti- 
cles, which crammed some of her 
rooms from floor to ceiling, a 
plain traveling trunk. At first, 


(Continued on page 10) 


go house an aged widow died last 
Christ’s heart was full of pity and 


mercy, that the thing for Him to 
do as He looked upon them was 
to have compassion upon them. He 


Dr. Walter A. Maier 
is healed their sick and helped them 


in their sorrows. 

15. “And when it was evening, 
his disciples came to him, saying, 
This is a desert place, and the time 
is now past; send the multitude 
away, that they may go into the 
villages, and buy themselves vic- 
tuals.”’ 

This really meant, “Get us out 
of the difficulty.” There was no 
hope that so many of them could 
get victuals in the villages; but the 


My Mother’s Bible 


“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
By George Pope Morris own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God”’— 


II Cor. 8:5. 
“ ..-ForTl seek not your’s, but you...’—II Cor. 12:14. 


“And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of 
the things which he possessed was is own... ’—Acts 4:32. 


The legendary man who killed ————— 


This book. is all that’s left me now— 
Tears will unbidden start— 

With faltering lip and throbbing brow 
I press it to my heart. 

For many generations past, 
Here is our family tree; 


My mother’s hands this Bible clasped, 
She, dying, gave it me. 


Ah! well do I remember those 
“Whose names these records bear ; 
Who ’round the hearthstone used to close 
After the evening prayer, 
‘ And speak of what these pages said 
In tones my heart would thrill! 
Though they are with the silent dead, 
Here are they living stilf! 


My father read this Holy Book 
To brothers, sisters, dear; 
How calm was my poor mother’s look, 


disciples as good as said, “We can- 
not bear to see them starving. 
Help us to forget it.” 

16. But Jesus said unto them, 
They need not depart; give ye 
them to eat. 


(Continued on page 4) 


his goose that laid golden eggs, 


loves us for ourselves. He is far 
trying to get all the eggs at once, 


more interested in your fellowship 


is a classic example of a fool. The | than in your money. He is far more 
goose that lays eggs is worth | interested in leading you to live 
more than goose eggs. And if the| the rich life of joy and faith and 
eggs are golden, the goose that! jove and obedience than He is in 
lays them is all the more supreme- | getting your money. 
ly valuable. Yes, the owner wants | . ; 


the eggs, but first he wants the | All who lead in Christian work 
goose . |Should learn this lesson: If we 


'make the sheep fat and healthy, 
Any shepherd who cared more! they will grow plenty of wool. If 


for the wool than he did for his| Christians can be made into glori- 
sheep would be foolish. A sheep | ously happy, surrendered, believ- 
that can produce wool, can produce | ing, obedient Christians, the money 
other sheep, can be a companion} problems of the Lord’s work will 
and pet, or furnish lamb chops,| pe taken care of very easily and 


Who loved God’s Word to hear! 
Her angel face—I see it yet! 

What thronging memories come! 
Again that little group is met 


Within the halls of home! 


Thou truest friend man ever knew, 
Thy.constancy I’ve tried ; 

When all were false, I found thee true, 
My counselor and guide. 

The mines of earth no treasures give 
That could this volume buy ; 

In teaching me the way to live, 
It taught me how to die! 


: ~ 
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¢. H, Spurgeon 


is worth far more than the simple | 
dead product, the wool. Just so, 
God is far more interested in the 
Christian than in his money. For 
your own joy and prosperity God 
commands you to give, but first 
He wants you. 

In fact, the goose and the sheep 
are very inadequate illustrations 
of this truth. For God cou!d make 
wool without a sheep.and God 
made all. the silver and gold in the 
world, created all life and proper- 
ty. They are not really the pro- 
duct of man at all. In fact, God 
can get along without anything in 


the world we could do for Him. God 


happily. 

Do you know the kind of church- 
es which must raise money by 
raffles, by suppers, by rummage 
sales? They are the churches that 
do not have great and blessed re- 
vivals, that do not grow spiritually 
mature Christians, fed on the Word 
of God. They do not send out mis- 
sionaries who die for Christ in 
heathen lands. They do not send 
out preachers and seul winners 
with lives laid on the altar. There- 
fore they cannot grow good, hap- 
py, Christians, the kind who find 


(Continued on page 5) 
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of traffic death and 


displaying temperance signs, 


oa 
— . 


SURPRISE ENDING—This float of a wrecked automoble, with 
four ketchup-splattered university students draped through its win- 
dows was the unscheduled part of a parade by Budweiser’s famous 
team of draft horses through the business section of Waco, Texas, 
Saturday, March 21. The truck and trailer, bearing its dramatization 


followed - close 


behind the wagon of dummy Deer cases. Sponsor of the project was 


the Rev. 


Tilson F. Maynard, of Wacos Emmanuel Baptist Church 


and President of the United McLennan County Dry forces. 


Beer Plus Automobiles Equal Death 


The Budweiser beer folks are trying to figure out 
vhether their parade at Waco, Texas, Saturday, March 21, 


nelped their cause or hurt it. 


Chances are that they were the | 
losers. 

The parade was the beginning 
of a five-day appearance in Waco 
of Anheuser-Busch’s famed hitch 
of eight immense Clydesdale hor- 
ses, and it was planned with all 
possible -advance publicity. The 


horses led the parade, pulling a) 
giant wagon of dummy beer cases, 
all bearing the label of their par- | 


ticular alcoholic beverage. 


But the parade had a surprise 


ending. 
A trailer truck, bearing a de- 


molished automobile with ketchup- 


splattered young people hanging 


| 


from its windows, followed close | 
glad to give you one.” 


behind the beer wagon. A placard 
on one side declared that beer and 
automobiles equal death, and an- 
other pleaded: “If you drive don’t 
drink. If you drink don’t drive.” 


For three hours, as the parade | 


wended its way through Waco’s 
business district, the deadly re- 
minder of highway death trailed 
the beer advertising. 

And as thousands of people 
paused to admire the animals, they 
gasped to view in horror the dem- 
onstration of havoc caused by 
drunken driving. 

The four youngsters in the car 
played their roles so well that 
many believed the car actually 
contained corpses. 

“My God!” exclaimed one wom- 


lance?”’ 

City policemen granted the same 
rights and concessions to the dry 
campaigners as to the Anheuser- 


Busch 


display. No attempt was 
made to prevent the temperance 
float from remaining in the pa- 
rade. Following the float was a 
trail of cars carrying duplicate | 
signs telling of the devastating 
effect of alcohol. 
A number of policemen along 


the way voiced their approval of 
the float, for they had seen with 
their own eyes many Similar 
wrecks on the highways as a re- 
sult of too much beer and liquor. 
Several of the policemen greeted 
the dry campaigners with hand- 
shakes and one volunteered: “If 
you ever want a testimony, I'll be 


The demonstration for abstain- 
ence was planned by Rev. Tilson 
F’. Maynard, pastor of Waco’s Em- 
manuel Baptist Church and Presi- 


dent of the United McLennan 
County Drys. University students 
posed as bloody corpses in the 
car. 

The wrecked automobile was 
loaned the demonstrators by a 
local wrecking company which 
volunteered the use of any one 


of scores of demolished vehicles 


they had dragged from the high- 


way. There was a feeling of awe 
and death as this 6ne was selected 
from the still blood-splattered cars 


on the lot. The owner pointed out 


that the deaths represented there 
an, “why don’t they call an ambu- | 


would fill a cemetery. Two other 


| citizens granted the use of their 


trailer and truck, and the truck’s 
owner volunteered to drive the 
meaningful array himself. 
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At A Tuesday Morning 
Devotions 


By Viola Walden ° 
Secretary to Dr. John R, Rice 


Tuesdays are always looked for- 
ward to with real joy. We begin 
by singing a couple of songs, then 
we get to hear choice letters which 
have come in during the week— 
letters telling of conversions, of 
particular blessings one way or 
another—all directly connected 
with the work we do at the home 
base. This is the time when our 
work is rewarded—when we hear 
answers to our prayers, when we 
can see actually what part we are 
having in changing lives and win- 
ning souls. 

This is a typical letter—one re- 
ceived in March—a letter from a 
pastor at Mishawaka, Indiana: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I want to pass on to you a 
very thrilling testimony I heard 
yesterday in the Indiana State 
Prison, Michigan, City. I went to 
the prison in response to a re- 
quest of the prisoner, as I had 
been told he was saved. 

“Upon my arrival and conver- 
sation with the man, I asked 
him if he was saved. His an- 
swer was yes, So I said, ‘Tell 


and how do you know you are 
saved?’ 
“He said: ‘I had been reading 


had given me, and one night | 
was praying and my mind seem- 
ed to be so fogged up and I was 
so confused. While I was pray- 
ing and asking God to-guide me, 
or give me some peace of mind, 
a fellow-prisoner or someone 
stuck a book through the cell 
bars, and the name of the book 
was Prayer, by Dr. John R. Rice. 
I began to read that book. I 
read and read and studied" it, 


I love that man Dr. Rice, 
he is so kind: I know he must 
be, for I know he knows God.’ 

“Dr. Rice, it thrilled my heart. 


perchance you 


FED AU. eaiteicsntitinn eames. 
(Signed) Douglas B. Starks 
Mishawaka, Indiana 

By this time we may see a tear 
in Dr. Rice’s eye—these letters, 
though frequent, never cease to 
rejoice his heart and ours. 

Then he will take another letter 
from the folder. This one is from 
Mrs. Gladys Cutright of Falls 
Church, Virginia. She writes of a 
blessed experience she had with 
her postman after reading to him 
a sermon from THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Our postman eats his lunch 
at my table each day. I give 
him hot tea or coffee. Today I 
read Dr. Jack Shuler’s sermon, 
‘History’s Horror Picture’ to 
him while he ate his lunch, I 
told him I have been praying 
for him and was led to read 
this sermon to him. After a 
few moments of talking I said, 
‘How about it?’ His reply was, 
‘I don’t want to appear dumb, 
but how do you do it?’ I quoted 
John 1:12, Acts 16:31, and other 
Scriptures, and in a few mo- 
ments he said, ‘I see it now. I 
turn from my sins and am go- 
ing to follow Jesus. It’s clear 
to me now!’ We had~a brief 
time of rejoicing together. Then 
he startéd on his route again, 
thanking me for reading the 
sermon to him and ,showing 
him the way. 

We wait for more! Another let- 
ter comes out of the folder. We 
are all anxious to hear. .-. but 
we will have to wait while Dr. 
.Rice takes out his hanky, and gets 


At 7:45 on Tuesday morning the bell rings at Sword of 
the Lord Building No. 1, in Wheaton. This is the day in the 
week when some fifty or sixty workers from both buildings 
meet together for combined devotions for 25 or 30 minutes. 
(Some part-time workers cannot attend). The other mornings 
Mr. Handford leads Building No. 1 group in a few minutes 
of devotions and prayer; Dr. Rice leads at Building No, 2. 


me, Fellow, how did it happen, | 


and reading a Bible some one | 


and it began to dawn on me. | 
Then all of a sudden peace and| ping room) or one of his workers 
joy began to flood my heart and| are wondering “I wonder which 
life. Then all fear and anxiety | one of us wrapped that booklet?” 
passed. I no longer dreaded pris-| And their day is made a little 
on bars, no longer feared death. | brighter just thinking that per- 
for | 


I thought perhaps you might | 
drop him a line sometime. And | 
might be in| 
Michigan City and see the boy. | 


in reading condition. These. are 
the “sheaves.” This next one® 1s 
from Sylvania, Ohio. 


“Dear Brother Rice, 

“It surely would be wrong 
for us not to write you in res- 
ponse to your request for let- 
ters. Not only had THE SWORD 
been a real blessing to wus 
through the past five years, but 
we know that it has helped 
others to whom we have sent 
it. We pass out your booklets 
to inmates of a House of Cor- 
rection where my husband and 
‘I hold a weekly meeting. They 
too have been greatly used of 
the Lord. We contacted the son 
of one of the women out there 
a couple of weeks ago. Appar- 
ently not much was accomplish- 
ed with him, but he had a Cath- 
olic wife to whom we talked 
about the Lord and her need of 
salvation. Upon leaving we gave 
her your booklet, All Have Sin- 
ned, which she promised to read. 
At ten o'clock that same night 
she telephoned to say that she 
was saved. Upon learning that 
they didn’t have a Bible we pro- 
mised to take them one, which 
we did two days later. We went 
through several passages of 
Scripture with her and it was 
amazing the understanding she 
had already received just from 
reading your’ booklet. They 
have six small children and are 
in very poor. circumstances. 
They need your prayers. They 
too will be receiving THE 
SworpD; pray that he will read 
i 
(Signed) Mr. Walter Haycraft 

Sylvania, Ohio 
Mr. Tunstall (head of the ship- 


haps another book mailed out that 
day may be as fruitful. But wait, 
Mr. ‘Tunstall—listen to this one: 

“IT am truly ashamed for not 
writing before this. Wifé and I 
have been reading your paper 
for ten years. It comes in her 
name, but I buy the books for 
my name. No one but our Lord 
will ever know how we have 
enjoyed them. 

“IT had an accident June 16, 
1950, and will not be able to 
work any more at my trade. 
But I have many of your books 
... One young woman who had 
been a church member for five 
years got saved after reading 
your Revival Appeals. Her hus- 
band was also saved and called 
up their preacher and asked 
him if he would baptize them. 
I think the whole church has 
been revived over this book. I 
haven't seen it for eight months, 
but as long as it is doing good, 
I can always get me another 
copy...” 

(Signed) Charles Blackburn 
Bakersfield, California 
“Well,” Dr. Rice says, “L don’t 
have time for more ... but wait 

a minute! Hear this one:” 
“ON BOARD 
Ss. S. CEFALU 
“New Orleans, Louisiana 
“3/16/53 
“Vaccara Line 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“For some time I have been 

under very deep. conviction, 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


if you wait until you move before ad- 
vising us, copies of The Sword will con- 
tinue to go to your former address. We 
must have your old as well as your new 
address five weeks before you move in 
order to have the change effective with 
the current issue when you arrive at 
your new address. 


A Fourth Sword 


When Edward VI was crowned 
in 1547 in Westminster Abbey 
there were presented to him three 
swords, symbolic of his sovereignty, 
over England, Ireland and France, 
But the King, to the general aston« 
ishment of all present, asked for a 
fourth sword, “the sword of the 
Spirit, the Bible, which is to be 
preferred to all other swords.” He 
then commanded a Bible to be 
brought and carried before him, 
So began a custom, still observed, 
which has an important place in 
the coronation service. 


especially when reading some of 
the sermons in your paper 
THE SworD OF THE LorpD. But I 
think, as many others, I was 
trying to be too good all by 
myself before answering one of 
your invitations. 

“But after reading Brother 
Sam Jones’ sermon, ‘What Wait 
I For?’ L have trusted in the 
Saviour of all mankind to be 
my Lord and Saviour and to 
help a poor lost sinner as I am 
over the rough and rocky paths 
of life. 

“So from now on I turn my 
heart to Him and trust Him 
to forgive me and save me from 
my sins. 

“So God help me will be my 
prayer continually.” 

(Signed) John Hines 
S/S Cefalu 
Piety St. Wharph 
New Orleans, La. 
Now before closing the folder 
for the day, he sees three short 
letters. Hurriedly he reads-— 

“... I was saved when I was 

sixteen years old. But without 
spiritual tood and bad company 
I drifted into darkness. Now, 
thank God, through your bless- 
ed paper, I was brought back 
to my Saviour Jesus Christ. 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is the 
spiritual food I need to go on 
life’s way. I know this time I’m 
going to stay with Him for- 
ever. I just can’t express in 
words what God has done, for 
me. When I read those blessed 
words in THE Sworp I crave 
more and more, and Jt touches 
my heart deeply. . .’ 

(Signed) Alvin Regier 

Manhattan, Kansas 


“T am glad to report that Mr. 
John Walace, of Trade, Tenn- 
essee, was gloriously saved by 
reading THE SworD OF THE 
LorpD, that I sent him. 

My prayers go up for THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD, and with 

this list.” 

(Signed) Rev. R. C. Eggers 
Zionville, N. C., 
Mr. George E. Wilson of Atlan 
ta writes: 

“Your paper is the most 
Christian one I’ve found. I car- 
ray a mail route and see what 
the people get and am surprised 
that so few people get a paper 
like yours. I has been a blessing 
to me and the family. . .” 


Of course we hear from more 
saved than we can report in de- 
tail. 

After a brief word of exhorta- 
tion from the Scriptures, and 
several short definite prayers 
asking God to save more the com- 
ing week, we dismiss for the day’s 
work. Our feet are much lighter 
as part of us walk those 240 steps 
from Building No. 1 to Building 
No. 2. ~ 

Yes, we have had spiritual stim- 
ulus for another week. It seems 
not nearly so hard to wrap those 
books, file those stencils, type 
those lettters, answer that mail, 
open those nearly one thousand 
letters a day! Praise the Lord, 
we, week by week, await to hear 
God’s blessings in our 7:45 Tues- 
day devotional period! We have 
something to look forward to. 

It has been good sharing it 
with you who are interested, you 
who pray, you who give. This is 
your invitation to drop in on us 
some Tuesday morning, 7:45. See 
why we love this work which God 
is so abundantly blessing. Con- 
tinue to pray for the book Wad 
Sword ministry as it reaches thou- 
sands weekly who are unsaved. 
And it might be that one of these 
mornings we will be able to read 
a similar letter from one of your 
loved ones. That is our prayer. 
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Page Three 


The white men walked over and 
at a word from Kittle the redmen 
backed away from the carcass un- 
til the Englishmen had what they 
wanted. They speared the steaks 
with pointed sticks and crowded 
around the still smouldering fire 
and roasted the meat. Jeff hoped 
against hope Dolly and the other 
ox wouldn’t put in an appearance. 

When the feast was done the 
Indians squatted off to one side 
by themselves, some chattering in 
their own tongue, while others 
slept, curled dog-like on the 
ground. 

The white men sat on the bench 
under the maple, their voices 
| drifting to where Jeff and Mr. 
| Watson strained to hear. 

“Kittle, tell them to burn the 
corn field,” ordered the tall offi- 
cer. 


| The fat man complied. Three In- 
| dians found flat stones and scooped 
up glowing ashes and tossed them 
against the first row of stalks, 
but the corn was far too green and 
wouldn’t catch fire. 
“Praise the Lord!” 
Mr. Watson mutter. 
THE STORY UP TO DATE: Jeff Lockwood and Maud, daughter| “It'S no use, Captain,” 
of the missionary family with whom he is staying in pioneer New York | > eke ee a ow 
: . : ell, they probably won’t risk 
state, are good friends. Jeff is helping Mr. Watson with the crops, 
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By Craig Massey 


Jeff heard 


Kittle 


their necks coming back here af- 
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while awaiting an opportunity to go farther west to search for his 


'ter we get done with the raid.” 


father. It is during the Revolutionary War. Last week Maud and Jeff | “Say, it’s getting late. If you 
found a bee tree, and took a hundred pounds of honey home. However, | plan to surprise Killypox we'd 


Jeff found that he had left his ax at the tree and when he went back to 
get it, saw an Indian track. The family immediately went to their sec- 
ret cave, which had been joined to the house for a hideaway from the 
Indians. 

Chapter 13 


‘It’s Safer Here” 


Jeff studied the west bank of 
wood rising like a wall beyond the 
swaying corn. He heard the shrill 
squeal of a chipmunk, saw it flash 
up a tree and knew something was 
close. 

A bronzed hand moved aside a 
low hanging branch. A painted 
face, yellow, with large circles 
around the eyes giving them a 
strange owlish appearance, stared 
from among the leaves. 

“Look!” Jeff breathed. Maud 
and her father followed his glance. 
Maud drew her breath in sharply 
and gripped his arm for a moment, 
releasing it immediately. 

The Indian studied the cabin 
for five minutes and beckoned to 
someone behind him. A white man 
pushed his head close to the red- 


waiting to see if the settlers were 


in there; waiting to kill and mur- | 
drove them out. | 


der if the fire 
With a shudder he wondered what 
might have happened if he hadn’t 
found the cave. 

The logs were blazing, sending 
up waves of heat and glowing 
fragments. It burned his eyes, and 
his nose began to sting, but he 
couldn’t tear his gaze from the 
destruction below. 

More Indians came from the 
woods, thirty-two in all. Then Jeff 
saw four white men step out, and 
one of them was the fat jowled 
Kittle. They watched the fire un- 
til the sides caved in, leaving only 
a few logs, black and desolate, to 
shaw where a home had been. 

“They must’ve gotten word 


better move on.” A short squat 
man made the suggestion. 

“T doubt if this family knew how 
strong we are. They probably just 
got a little nervous and decided 
to go to the fort for a visit. Any- 
way, there’s no use trying to move 
these Mohawks with their bellies 
as full of meat as they are. I say 
let’s go back to last night’s camp 
and get an early start in the 
morning,” Kittle told the others. 

“I’m for that, I’m so tired I 
don’t care who wins this rotten 
war. I wish I were back in London 
right now.” It was a short man 
complaining in a high voice. 

Agreeing, Kittle passed the 
word to the Indians. They stirred 
from where they lounged. One big 
husky brave picked up a stick and 
walked toward the charred ruins. 
He poked the ashes, found a for- 
gotten pewter cup, pounced on it 
and yelled in surprise when he 
touched the hot metal. He blew 
lustily on his burned hands. An- 
other Mohawk balanced the cup 
on the tip of a stick and ran to 
the stream, plunging it in with a 


skin’s and peared at the building. naa us coming!” a tall man happy cry. 
_deff took his eyes from the two iritile erasitad. “I?-they were 1 Then he shouted again and the 
figures and siudied the woods. i Bru OUR ee ley Were 11) whole band ran down to the brook 


face showed, then another, until 
he could make out five. Maud and 
Mr. Watson were also aware of 
them and Maud slipped back in 
the tunnel. Jeff knew she was go- 
jing to tell her mother. 

At least a half hour passed with 
the raiders still as trees. Finally 
the white man’s face disappeared 
and another Indian pushed up. 

“Look, Jeff. They’re starting a 
fire.” Jeff saw a tiny swirl of 
smoke drifting toward the tree 
tops. The Indians were growing 
bolder. One stepped into full view 
and then darted back to the fire. 
A moment later he reappeared 
with a long arrow strung to his 
bow. The arrow was tipped with 
a wad of dry grass blazing bright. 

The Indian crouched, aimed and 
let the arrow fly. It fell ten feet 
short. Another Indian appeared 
with his bow drawn, arrow ablaze. 
The arrow clattered on the bark 
roof and dropped off. 

Then three warriors stepped out. 
Their arrows flew. One landed on 
the roof, the others fell harmless- 
Jy on the packed earth near the 
door. But one was enough, the 
roof caught. A hopping blaze 
leaped and crawled slowly upward. 

Maud returned and almost 
gasped aloud as she saw what had 
happened. Jeff pressed his hand 
over her lips. 

They watched the blaze play 
along the roof like some grotesque 
yellow monster. Jeff tingled with 
anger. Why burn a cabin, reduce 
it to a heap of ashes, when it took 
so long to build! 

The flames grew, bounding like 
hundreds of little crazy monsters, 
sending up flying black ash toward 
the blue sky. 

A section of the roof caved in 
and the fire raged in earnest. Nine 
Indians stepped within a hundred 
feet, each armed with a musket. 
Probably, Jeff thought, muskets 
sold to them by the traitor, Kittle. 

Jeff knew the Indians were 


“ne 


warm. It’s too bad. I promised 
these redskins a few scalps for 
their trouble.” Jeff felt the blood 
rise to his tingling cheeks. He 


From the cave opening, Jeff watched the 


Indians try to destroy everything they 


saw. 


wondered how anyone could be so 
fiendish. 

“Hey, tell them friends of yours 
to scout around and see what they 
can find,” the tall uniformed man 
ordered. 

Kittle called to the Indians, 
translating the orders into the Mo- 
hawk language. With a queer, 
chilling shout the Indians set off. 

At that very moment one of the 
oxen walked into the clearing, 
bellowing at the smell of smoke. 
The Indians leveled their, guns; at 
least twenty shots broke the air. 
The ox slumped forward. 

The loud report must have 
frightened Pam, for Jeff heard 
the baby’s cry away back in the 
cave. He watched the men below, 
praying they hadn’t heard. But he 
knew they couldn’t, for the Indi- 
ans’ shrieking cries roared above 
Pam’s plaintive voice. 

The Indians swarmed toward 
the fallen animal and with flying 
tomahawks they cut the hide and 
began to slash off hunks of meat. 

‘“T guess we're in luck,” Kittle 
laughed, “with their bellies full 
those idiots won’t be so hard to 
handle. Let’s go over there and 
get some for ourselves,” 


edge. He pointed to the deep hole 
where Jeff had sunk the wagon. 
With a shriek, several leaped into 
the water. Desperately they hauled 
and tugged at the hickory tongue, 
but the wagon stayed where it 
was, for the right hind wheel was 
jammed between two boulders. 

From the cave opening Jeff al- 
most shouted his derision at the 
defeated plan to ruin everything 
they saw. 

They returned to the fire, pok- 
ing around with renewed interest, 
hoping to find more forgotten 
cups. One brave dug in the ashes 
directly above the stone that hid 
the secret cave entrance. Mr. Wat- 
son turned to Jeff and breathed, 
“Tf he discovers it, we're done. 
I’m going down to Mary and the 
children.” 

The Indian explored curiously, 
and then forgot himself. He step- 
ped on the ashes and screamed as 
the heat burned through his thin 
moccasins. The others roared in 
laughter as the howling warrior 
dashed to the stream and plunged 
his feet in the water. His inves- 
tigation-was forgotten. 

“All right, Kittle, dispatch—two 
seouts to Killypox. Tell them to 
see how many armed men are 
there and report as soon as possi- 
ble. Order the rest back to camp 
immediately,” the Captain said. 

The ponderous traitor translated 
the commands and the band dis- 
appeared to the west. Jeff darted 
down to the Watsons and related 
the narrow escape. 

“That warrior’s going to have 
sore feet for quite a while. You 
should have seen the way he hob- 
bled after the others; like a man 
walking on a field of porcupines.”’ 

“I’m glad the Lord made the 
fire hot,” Maud said in the dark- 
ness. 

“Say, if that band is planning to 
raid tomorrow we ought to let the 
fort know about it!” Jeff explo- 
ded. 
| “Do you suppose we could all 
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QUOTES 


IT IS SO MUCH EASIER TO ADORE THE GOSPEL THAN TO ADORN 
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No Hell, No Job 
On an American man-of-war, the sailors crowded around their 
chaplain asking, “Do you believe in hell?” 
“I do not.” 
“Well, then, will you please resign, for if there is no hell we do 
not need you; and if there is a hell, we do not wish to be led astray.” 
Prairve Pastor 
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AFTER FIVE MONTH'S INTENSIVE WORK DURING WHICH 11.000 PROFESSED CON- 
VERSION, I FOUND THAT THE BIGGEST RESPONSE ALWAYS CAME AFTER AN ADDRESS IN 
W HICH I Hi AD SHOWN TIE AWFULNESS OF SIN, THE CERTAINTY OF PUNISH MENT, 
AND THEN HAD DEFINITELY SPOKEN OF A SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST 


; _,——Lionel B. Fletcher, Evangelist 
Lesson in Epistemology 

Two Young men were discussing the account of the resurrection 
of Jesus. They agreed that such a thing was impossible. Seeing an 
old Christian gentleman approaching, one of them accosted him with, 
“Tell us, why are you so sure that Jesus rose from the dead?” Said 
the old gentleman, “Well, for one thing, I was talking with Him this 
morning.” 


—The Way 
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(CCTIRISTIANITY BEGINS WHERE RELIGION ENDS ., « e WITH THE RESURRECTION. 
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“Oh, yes, 
fied and rise again the third day.” 


Ir Jesus CHRIST CAME 
AND WORSHIP HIM, 


INTO THE 


gathered for you who want 
boards of logic and illustrations. 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


Price, 
le Oe 60S ™ 


get through to Killypox?” Mrs. 
Watson asked. 

“It would take too long,” Mr. 
Watson answered. 

Jeff already had decided what 
he thought best and expressed 
himself, “I know the way, and I 
can go alone. If the Mohawks find 
me I think I could outrun them. 
Besides, the Indians, knowing this 
cabin is burned, aren’t likely to 
come this way again, so it’s safer 
here than it would be at the fort.” 

teluctant as Mr. Watson was to 
the plan, he saw Jeff’s well-taken 
point. Mrs. Watson fixed food for 
him and within ten minutes he 
wiggled up to the opening and 
down the steep slope, pausing only 
a moment at the bottom to gaze 
in sorrow at the ruins. 

Immediately Jeff went to where 
the two Indian scouts were last 
i'seen and picked up the trail; an 
| easy one to follow. It was puzzling 
for a while to see the tracks un- 
concealed, but probably they were 
tired, full of ox meat, and per- 
haps a bit angry with being sent 
on a mission when the others had 
a chance to rest, Jeff thought. 

From the position of the sun, he 
thought it to be about four thirty; 
plenty of time to reach the fort 
before dusk. He bent to the task 
of the moccasin prints and thread- 
ed his way after them for two 
miles. They came to the foot of a 
steep mountain and veered off 
eastward, skirting the rise. 

“T could save two miles by going 
over it instead of around. Those 
redskins will probably put up for 
the night, so I probably won't run 
into them.” 

Jeff abandoned the tracks and 
plunged up the forested slope. 
Breathless and tired, he came to 
the crown where he sat upon a 
fallen log to rest. He turned and 
saw the last whisping smoke drift 
over the burned cabin. To the 
south he saw the staunch log fort 
at Killypox, with the blockhouse, 
like a guard, rising about the 
trees. 

Rested somewhat, he moved on. 
The way was easier going down 
hill and he paced himself to a 
trot the way Carl said would 
cover ground and yet not tire a 
body out in an hour. 


(From the 153-page book, INDIAN 


Ir SOCRATES WOULD ENTER THE ROOM WE SHOULD RISE 
ROOM 


One day during the French revolution, a man remarked to Talley- 
rand, who was Bishop of Autun: “The Christian religion 
It would be easy to start a religion like that.” 
replied Talleyrand. “One would only have to get cruci- 


what is it? 


Christian Digest 


od 


AND DO HIM HONOR. But 


WE SHOULD FALL DOWN ON OUR KNEES 


—Napoleon 


(These illustrations are chosen from Dr. Mervin Rosell’s new book, DRIFTWOOD— 
to build a house of _—TRUTH—with clean sea-washed 
paper binding $1.00. 


Sword of the Lord 


~ a  ,  , 


DRUMS AND BROKEN ARROWS, which 
won first prize in Zondervan’s $1,000 
Juvenile Christian Fiction Contest. Price, 
$2.00. Order from Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


a 
What Happened? 


What happens when Jeif takes 
the hostile Indian to the Watson 
home? Is Jeffs father really. a 
traitor? Are the Watson's really 
safe away from the fort? How 
will you find out? 

Well, you could wait, you 
know, until each of the 21 exciting 
chapters from 


Indian Drums and 
Broken Arrows 


are run in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. But that will take nearly 
two whole months more! And. 
what if you miss a chapter? You 
might not ever find out about 
Jeff's father. You might not know. 
whether Maud was ever rescued 
from the Indians. x 

It looks as though the best 
thing for you to do is to get a 
copy of the book yourself, doesn't 
it? 

You'll be thrilled and delighted 
with the way this Christian story 
ends..The book has 153 pages, is 
attractively bound in green cloth, 
stamped in gold and red. One 
of the best things about it is the 


erices Onbe $2.00 
Why not use the coupon below, 


to order your copy of Indian 
Drums and Broken Arrows, today! 


HANDY COUPON 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, ILllinois 
Please rush me a copy of INDIAN 
DRUMS AND. BROKEN ARROWS by 
return mail. I enclose $2.00. 
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Page Four 


Friday, April 24, 1953 


WITH THE 


MERV ROSELL HOLDS GREAT 
REVIVAL IN LOS ANGELES - 
“The Merv Rosell crusade has 

given our people. . .a revival,’”’ said 

Dr. J. Vernon McGee at the close 

of the campaign conducted in Los 

Angeles in February. The series 

was held in the historic G&urch of 
he Open Door, in downtown Los 

Angeles, seating 4,000 persons. 

Dr. McGee continued, “Some 
have compared the crusade to the 
days of Dr. Torrey. Others say 


that these past days remind them | 


of the time of Billy Sunday. Still 
others think of the campaign in 
terms of the visit of Gypsy Smith.” 

Total attendance for the 10-day 
crusade reached 42,000 with more 
than 400 recorded decisions. One 
night an overflow crowd of more 
than 5,000 necessitated use of sec- 
ond auditorium. Delegations from 
neighboring cities were in the au-| 
dience every night. A daily radio 
schedule was conducted by evan- 
gelist Rosell and his team con- 
sisting of Hilding Halvarson, How- 
ard Skinner, Karl Steele, and Cy 
Jackson. The Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles gave all out support. 
Dr. Sam _ Sutherland, president, 
and Mr. Al Sanders, radio director, 
did much to strengthen the cru- 
sade program. The team also ap- 
peared on TY. | 

The crusade program began with | 
a banquet held in the BIOLA din- 
ing hall. This was followed the 
same night with a prayer service 
from midnight to 6:00 a.m. At 
5:00 a.m. an actual count revealed 
that more than 500 persons were 


still on their knees, praying for 
revival—prayers which God an- 
swered. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nixon, 


parents of Vice-President Richard 
Nixon, were guests of Rosell one 
night of the crusade. They both 
told of their faith in God. Mrs. 
Nixon displayed before the audi- 
ence the flag which was flown 
over the United States Capitol in 
Washington, D. C. on inauguration 
day. 

Beloved radio pastor, Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller; radio evangel- 
ist, First Mate Bob of the ‘“‘Haven 
of Rest” broadcast; and many 
other pastors and religious lead- 
ers appeared in person during the 
crusade. 

A large chorus choir sang night- 
ly. The Bible Institute “Corona- 
tion Choir” of more than 200 
voices also contributed to the mu- 
sical program. 

Following the Los Angeles cru- 
sade the Rosell party spent two 
weeks at their homes before open- 
ing the Everett, Washington, ser- 
ies, sponsored by more than 50 
churches in that area. The cam- 
paign in the Pacific Northwest 
opened to capacity crowds in the 
Civic Auditorium, 

On Easter Sunday morning 
Rosell brought the message at the 
Pasadena Rose Bowl sunrise ser- 
vice. 

The Rosell team opens in At- 
lanta, Georgia, on May 9, followed 
by a crusade in Longview, Texas. 

% * eS 


EVANGELIST ELMER D. PI- 
PER, 105 Carmel Street, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, held blessed 
revivals recently in two Pennsyl- 
Vania towns. Coatesville was the 
scene of a-two-week “Christ is-the 
Answer” Crusade, March 1-15. The 
meeting was sponsored by the 
First Baptist Church, where Rev. 
J. Ellwood Bauers is the pastor. 
Over 130 Christians and church 
members publicly rededicated their 
lives to the Lord and His ser- 
vice. Many of these were great 
victories of backsliders being re- 
stored to fellowship with the Lord. 
There were also 52 souls who 
trusted Christ as Saviour. 


Monday night, March 16, Evan- 
gelist Piper began a seven-night 
meeting with the First Baptist 
Church, Bridgeport, where Rev. 
John Walker is pastor. There were 
over 25 rededications of lives and 
34 who trusted Jesus as Saviour 
during the week. On the last Sun- 
day the Lord blessed with 18 con- 
versions and 19 presentations for 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


‘sions of 
|} hundred Christians 


There were 


By the Editor 


evangelist is now holding meetings 
in the First Baptist Church, Mo- 
mence, Illinois. 
* * 

EVANGELIST JIM MERCER, 
1222 West 50th Street, Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, writes telling of a 
revival campaign he recently held 
in the Gospel Tabernacle, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada. “. . .There was a 
real stirring among the Christians. 
Many families were converted. Six 
out of one family of ten came to 


* 


Christ including the father and 
|'mother. ...One young woman from | 
the convent came to Christ. She | 


was to become a nun this month. | 


Several of the converts were Ro- 
man Catholics. One professional 
hockey player was gloriously saved 
and gave continual testimony. Be- 
sides the many first-time profles- 
faith there were several 
who publicly 
came forward weeping, confessing 
sins, and surrendering their lives 
to Christ to win souls. Rev. Dave 
Anderson is the pastor....” 
* * * 


Sword Staff EVANGELIST 


JIMMIE THRELFALL just closed 


a revival campaign with the Cal- 
vary Independent Baptist Church 
of Saltillo, Pennsylvania, that 
stirred the church and community. 
twenty-seven conver- 


sions, including eight who were 


brought to Christ in their homes | §@": with the Sebewa Baptist | WELLS, of the Sword Staff of | 
through visitation. One lady drove | Church. There were nineteen def-| Evangelists, recently closed a re-| 


thirty miles to the service after 
seeing a poster in her local bank. 
She was saved that night and the 
next day she and a pastor won her 
husband to Christ. 


Merv Rosell recently. Above pict 


4,000 seat Los Angeles Church of the 
was scene of historic revival crusade conducted by 
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ure was taken’ turned away. 


night when over-flow crowd heard service in adjoin- 
ing auditorium, and when ushers reported hundreds 


The Sword team. of EDDIE) 
WAGNER AND JIM STOUTEN- | 
| BOROUGH just closed a revival 
'campaign in Lake Odessa, Michi- 
| 


|inite conversions and twenty-eight | 
| rededications in the services. One | 
‘man sixty-five years old was 
'saved and there were 103 simple 
| decisions by Christians to tithe, 


baptism and membership. The 


Exposition by Spurgeon 


(Continued from page 1) 


“You do not know what you can 
do, seeing I am with you,” the 
Lord answered. “You can feed 
them all.” Oh Christian church, 
never give up the most difficult 
problem. It may be worked out. 
The city may be _ evangelized, 
crowded as it is; the nation may 
be brought to Christ, superstitious 
though they be; for He is with us. 

17, 18. “And they say unto him, 
We have here but five loaves, and 
two fishes. He said, Bring them 
hither to me.” 

He will not work without us. 
Whatever little gift or ability we 
have must be consecrated. Christ 
cou!d easily have made loaves and 
fishes without taking their little 
stock, but that is not His way of 
working. “Bring what you have 
hither to me.” Whenever we have 
a church that brings all its store 
to Christ (When shall we ever 
see such a church?), then He will 
be pleased to make sufficient for 
the multitude. 


19-21. “And He commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the grass, 
and took the five loaves, and the 
two fishes, and looking up to heav- 
en, he blessed, and brake, and 
gave the loaves to his disciples, 
and the disciples to the multitude. 
And they did all eat, and were fill- 
ed: and they took up of the frag- 
ments that remained twelve bas- 
kets full. And they that had eaten 
were five thousand men, beside 
women and children.” 


A wonderful evening that must 
have been. Just as the sun’s slant- 
ing rays would fall upon the 
mighty .mass of people, Jesus 
Christ, the Sun of righteousness, 
was scattering His beams of mercy 
over them at the same time. To 
Him it is nothing to feed five 
thousand—nothing to do it with 
five loaves. Where He is present, 
we may expect wonders, unless in- 
ded our unbelief would hamper 
Him, for sometimes it is too sadly 
true, He could not do many mighty 
works there because of their un- 
belief. O my soul, chide thyself if 
thou hast ever thus hampered the 
hands of Christ. 


22, 23. “And strightway Jesus 
constrained his disciples to get into 
a ship, and to go before him unto 
the other side, while he sent the 
multitudes away. And when he had 
sent the multitudes away, he went 


— 


up into a mountain apart to pray.” 
It was a very busy day that He 
had had. If you read the narrative 
for yourself, you will be astonished 
at the number of miracles which | 
He wrought that day, and all of'| 
them in addition to the preach- | 
ing; so He must have been well- | 
worn with weariness, but He| 
/sought rather the rest and re-| 
|freshment of prayer than that sal 
| 

| 


| sleep. 

| 23, 24. “And when the evening 
was come, he was there alone. But 
the ship was now in the midst of | 

| the sea, tossed with waves: for the | 

| wind wag contrary.” | 

It did not matter, however. For | 
if His disciples be in a storm, so' 
long as Christ is praying for them, | 
all the storms in the world are) 
unable to sink them. They had a'| 
good Protector. From the outlook | 
of that hill, His eyes, which could | 
see through the distance, observed 
and regulated every breath of wind 
and every wave upon that lake. 

25, 26. “And in the fourth watch 
of the night Jesus went unto them, 
walking on the sea, And when the 
disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were troubled, saying, It 
is a spirit;” 

“A phantom!” Having all the 
superstition so natural to sailors, 
they thought that this was some- 
thing quite supernatural and boded 
ill to them. 

26-28. “And they cried out for 
fear. But straightway Jesus spake 
unto them, saying, Be ofgood 
cheer; it is IJ; be not afraid. And 
Peter answered him and _ said, 
Lord, if it be thou, bid me come 
unto thee on the water.” 

Strange impulse! It showed 
genuine faith mixed with that im- 
perfection and presumption which 
was so common a feature in 
Peter’s character. However, his| 
Master admired the confidence. | 

29, 30. “And he said, Come. And 
when Peter was come down out of 
the ship, he walked on the water, 
to go to Jesus. But when he saw 
the wind boisterous, he was afraid; 
and beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying, Lord, save me.” 

When he began to be afraid, he 
began to sink. As long as his con- 
fidence in his Master lasted, he 
could walk the waves. 

31-33. “And inmediately Jesus 
stretched forth his hand, and 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Lord better, etc. 
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EVANGELIST J. OSCAR’ 


vival campaign in St. John, Kan- 
sas, with the First Baptist Church. 
entire congregation was 
thrilled over the spiritual awaken- 
ing amongst its members as well 
as being thrilled with the thirteen 
conversions that they had. There 
were some outstanding conver- 
sions as the man who came to 
Christ and was the only one from 
his entire family to be saved; hav- 
ing no Christian background. 
There were also some rededica- 
tions and family altars started. 
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enjoyed studying your book on Hell. It has 
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Is Hell a real place? 

Will Hell last forever? 

Will a loving God send a sinner to Hell? 
Do many people go to Hell? 

How can you escape Hell? 
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21 Young People 
| FOUND THE RIGHT ANSWER! 


Yes, twenty-one young people found the answer to their ques- 
tions about Hell, and wrote us about it. Their letter said, 


“We, the Youth Fellowship Class of Mount Bethel Church, have 


some of our questions that we have often asked about... Thanking 
you again for your wonderful book. It has helped us and we hope it 
has helped others. Here are the names of the ones who studied 
your book;” then followed the names of twenty-one young folks 


leaders is to find the best 
material for studying. Didn’t this leader do well, 
a subject that concerned these young people? And didn’t he choose well 
in finding such a thoroughly interesting book that could be trusted to be 
true to the Bible? We think so, for he used ‘‘HELL: WHAT THE BIBLE 
SAYS ABOUT IT,” by Dr. John R. Rice. This popular pamphlet (over 


“Hell, What the Bible Says about It” with 40 pages, is only one of 
the pamphleis in the “Life-Changing Library.” There are 25 such 
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Page Five 


I 
America’s Great Event 


One of the biggest events in 
America is scheduled for Monday, 
September 28, 1953, afternoon and 
evening at Moody Church, Chica- 
go, Illinois. That is the time and 
place of America’s big event—a 
Sword of the Lord Conference 
banquet for the Chicagoland area. 
Featured speakers will be two of 
the great evangelists of our day 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., and Dr. John 
R. Rice. The meeting will be fea- 
tured via radio, newspapers, and 
from platforms. 

Mark Monday, Septeraber 28, 
1953 on your calendar—afternoon 
and evening. A banquet meal will 
be served between the two ses- 
sions. A useful book will be given 
every pastor present at the after- 
noon session, and a church library 
will be given the largest delega- 
tion from a single church at either 
ses;3ion. 

Other outstanding leaders of 
America will be present—watch 
the SWORD for full details. Plan 
NOW to be present! Get others 
to come to this great meeting. 

Good fellowship—Good singing— 
Great messages—Great blessings 
for all! 


OI 
Why God’s Children Suffer? 


We have been asked this ques- 
tion recently in Illinois, Alabama, 
and Florida. , 

Here are some answers God 
gives in His Word! \ 

1. Paul suffered. II Corinthians 
11:23-33 and 12:7-11. He suffered 
for a stated purpose. He was one 
of the best men who ever lived— 
God’s great preacher. Christian 
friend, do you have a thorn in the 
flesh? That puts you in mighty 
good company. God will give you 
grace as He did Paul. Read II Cor- 
inthians 4:8-18. 

2. Job suffered, Job, chapters 1, 
2. It ended well, see chapter 42. 
God held up Job as His Exhibit-A. 
God believed in Job, and proved 
him before Satan, earth, and 
Heaven. Should God grandly be- 
lieve in you, Christian friend—ac- 
cept His testing! 

3. Jesus suffered. John 19. Heb- 
rews 2:10; 5:8. He suffered for a 
purpose! 

4. God suffers. Isaiah 63:9. 

5. Disobedient Christians are 
chastised. Hebrews 12:5-11. I am 
glad He chastises me and does not 
slap me down into Hell. John 10 
and 15. 

6. Fruitful Christians suffer: I 
Corinthians 11:32. John 15:2, 8. 
Job 13:15, and 19:26. God’s man is 
different, Ezekiel 24:15-18. 1 Tim- 
othy 1:16. II Corinthians 1. I Peter 
4:12, 13. Isaiah 553. 

Be a good Christian for Him in 
suffering! 


Ill 


I was with Pastor John Hilbun 
and his folks of Hunter Memorial 
Baptist Church, Mobile, Alabama, 
in four days of Bible study about 
February 1. When he found I was 
to pass nearby in March en route 
to revival in Florida, I was asked 
to stop by again for a few preach- 
ing services. God blessed. The 
church grew. Some faithful folks 
stand by the Cross. He is a great 
young pastor! 

Again I had the privilege of 
speaking to an increased atten- 
dance of pastors in the large Mo- 
bile Association. They were plan- 
ning for great revival. Rev. B. S. 
Hilbun, chairman of the program 
committee is a successful pastor- 
evangelist. 

“ Here in Southern Florida, I had 


“. . . the word of the Lord. .. Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.’”’—Zech. 4:6 


By. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


the privilege of preaching to an- 
other group of pastors over at 
Lakeland. The meeting was spiri- 
tual and constructive. ' 

At this writing God has blessed 
our revival at Eloise, Florida. Pas- 
tor C. M. Peacock is evangelistic, 
spiritual, and constructive, and, 
leads some fine folks. There have 
been forty-five responses, over 
thirty professions, a large number 
of dedications with the climax be- 
fore us. Doxology! 


IV. 

I am just closing a one and one 
half month’s trip through Illinois, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Florida. 

Everywhere I go, I find people 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
people who read THE Sworp oF 
THE LorD, people who recognize 
Dr. John R. Rice as one of the 
great preachers, writers, scholars, 
teachers of our day, and a top con- 
tender for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. 

Preachers love his’ books, 
sermon material from them, 
thank God for them. They are 
hungry for revival, and have 
hearts hungry for the juicy, spiri- 
tual meat of the Word. 

I have preached the Gospel in 
two revivals, supplied one pulpit 
three times, spoke once for Youth 
For Christ, addressed two pastor 
conferences, and attended one 
large district workers’ conference. 
God has blessed with souls, dedi- 
cations, large attendance, and, I 
have counselled with’ young pas- 
tors about 


use 
and 


worthy church pro- 
grams. Doxology! 
V. 
Gospel Meetings 
When you read this, the Lord 


willing, I will be in revival with 
the saints of Hartland, New 
Brunswick, Canada. A group of 
churches are cooperating. Please 
pray for us. 

Then, I go to be with Peoples 
Tabernacle Church, Elkhart, Indi- 
ana, Sunday, May 10. Next, I am 
with a group of churches in Wyo- 


ming, Colorado, ete. Following 
these meetings, I go for a two 
weeks’ campaign at Bayou La 


Batre, Alabama—June 7-21. 
The great conference ‘on revival 
at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, closes out 


the work of June. 
Do you pray? Pray for these 
meetings! 
VI. 
Personal 


Recently Mrs. Anna Parks, Mrs. 
McCall’s mother, broke her hip. 
She is eighty-five years of age. She 
suffered much, but we think -she 
is recovering nicely now. How 
about gladdening her heart by 
writing her a card, note, or letter, 
c/o Smith Nursing Home, Clinton, 
Mississippi, and may God bless 
you! 


(Continued from page 1) 


giving a joy. Real Christian giving 
is a grace of God. It comes as 
spiritual development and spiritual 
prosperity. It grows out of hearts 
on fire for Christ and soul winning. 
God wants the man, the woman, 
the child, not primarily the money. 


I, The Amazing Christians of 
Macedonia! 


We have a charming example of 
this truth, that God wants Chris- 
tians first, and that the right kind 
of Christian giving can only grow 
out of radiant, joyous Christian 
loving and living in the case of 
the Christians in Macedonia, whose 
giving is described by the Apostle 
Paul in II Corinthians 8:1-7: 

“Moreover, brethren, we do 

you to wit of the grace of God 
bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia: Hiow that in a great 
trial of affliction the abundance 
of their joy and their deep pover- 
ty abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality. For to their 
power, I bear record, yea, and 
beyond their power they were 
willing of themselves; Praying 
us with much intreaty that we 
would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints. And 
this they did, not as we hoped, 
but first gave their own selves 
to the Lord and unto us by the 
will of God. Insomuch that we 
desired Titus, that as he had be- 
gun, so he would also finish in 
you the same grace also. There- 
fore as ye abound in every thing, 
in faith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also.” 

There are several noteworthy 
things about the giving of the 


Not the Money but the Man 


Christians at Macedonia. It was so | 


unusual that Paul wrote other 
Christians and said, “I call your 
attention to the wonderful ex- 
ample of the giving of the churches 
of Macedonia. It was nothing less 
than the grace of God. I have 
begged Titus that he would come 
to you and develop in you the same 
grace.” “Oh,” Paul said, “you are 
wonderful Christians in faith, in 
utterance and knowledge, in dili- 
gence, and in the way you love 
me. But please, make sure to 
abound in this wonderful grace 
which these Macedonian Christians 
have!” 
Consider their giving. 


| 
| 


j 


1. The giving was so remarkable, | 


so abundant. In giving they 
“abounded,” Paul said. The giving 
was true “liberality.” They gave 
“to their power” and even “beyond 
their power.” 
all’ they could give, even more than 
they could give by: any human 
standard! The amount of their 
gifts, considering the 


| 
} 


Literally they gave| 


| 


| 
| 


circum- | Christian 
stances, must have been amazing.| times exhort 


poverty. It comes out of spiritual 
poverty. These Macedonian Chris- 
tians who gave so liberally, even 
beyond their power, gave out of 
“deep poverty,” Pail says. 

What would the causes of Christ 
do without gifts of poor people! 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., has built, with 
God's help and the he!p of God’s 
people, a great university at 
Greenville, South Carolina. They 
have millions of dollars worth of 
property, care for some three thou- 
sand students, of whom about 
twelve hundred are ministerial stu- 
dents. Dr. Bob Jones said in my 
presence, “I have built this uni- 
versity largely with the gifts of 
country women who came to 
church with coins tied up in the 
corners of their handkerchiefs.” 
How God must love the joyful, 
honest gifts of those who give out 
of poverty! 

In the great work of the Sword 
of the Lord Foundation we who 
lead know that we must depend 
on thousands of people who can 
give perhaps only one do!lar per 
month. Deep poverty did not keep 
Macedonian Christians from giv- 
ing! 

Strange things may happen 
when scientists put some of God's 
earthly chemicals together. Sodium 
and chlorine, two deadly poisons, 
may be combined together to make 
sodium chloride, common table 
salt, a blessing to mankind, pala- 
table and healthful in food. Just 
so, God's spiritual chemistry brings 
forth some wonderful surprises! 
God helped these Macedonian 
Christians just to take all their 
great trial of aff:iction and their 
deep poverty, and to mix it up with 
“the abundance of their joy’: and 


| what an amazing result! This mix- 


ture, stirred up good with prayer 
and tears and love, “abounded un- 
to the riches of their liberality”! 


a 
——— 


Let Christians everywhere mix | 


with our trials, with our poverty, 
a real abundance of Christian joy, 
and we can give with happy liber- 
ality. 

3. The giving of these Mace- 
donian Christians is all the more 
amazing when we see that it was 
their own idea! We _ preachers 
know what it is to take collections 
for needy Christian causes. 


money from others and take it up 
to Jerusalem and provide for the 
suffering poor saints there with- 
out giving them a chance to help! 
They volunteered, they insisted, 
they begged Paul to let them have 
a part! They begged Paul to take 
their money! Certainly that is un- 
usual enough. 

How blessed it is when Chris- 
tian people give, not because the 
preacher is concerned, not because 
the missionary pleads, but because 
in their own loving hearts they 
long to give, they enjoy giving, 
and with ho'y devotion and zeal 
they bring their gifts! 

Another blessed example of this 
kind of giving is recorded in Exo- 
dus, chapters 35 and 36. There we 
are told: “And Moses spake unto 
all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying, This is the 
thing which the Lord commanded, 
Saying. Take ye from among you 
an offering unto the Lord: whoso- 
ever is of a willing heart, let him 
bring it, an offering of the Lord: 
gold, and silver, and brass, And 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine linen, and goats’ hair...” and 
all the other provisions, oil, skins, 
wood and precious stones for the 
making of the tabernacle.—Exod. 
3574-9. 

These people, moved by the Spir- 
it of God, brought their free offer- 
ings every morning and spiritual 
people worked hard according to 
directions God gave Moses in 
building the tabernacle. Then we 
have this surprising end to the 
story : 

“And they spake unto Moses, 
saying, The people bring much 
more than enough for the serv- 
ice of the work, which the Lord 
commanded to make. And Moses 


gave commandment, and they 
caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, 
Let neither man nor woman 
make any more work for the 
offering of the sanctuary. So 


the people were restrained from 

bringing. For the Stuff they had 

was sufficient for all the: work 
to make it, and too much.’— 

Exod. 36:5-7. 

The people brought too much. 
Moses had to give a commandment 
saying, “Let neither man nor wo- 
man make any more work for 
the offering of the sanctuary.” 


And | 


They had enough and “too much.” 
How -God must have delighted in 


we find the giving of Christians| that kind of giving! 


well illustrated by the story of the 


That is the kind of giving the 


city boy who visited a farm and! saints in Macedonia enjoyed. 


| ‘ 
learned to milk. 


“How much did she give?” 
larmer asked the young man 
turning from the cow barn with 


the 


re-| 


1. It is notab e that the offering 
among the Macedonians was never 
a reproach to Christ. Sometimes 
in our churches the giving is such 
a burden, the plea for money is so 
persistent, and the giving itself-is 


'sO meager and so unwilling that 


mi:k pail. 

“She didn’t give any,” he said. 
“I had to take every drop of it 
away from her, and there wasn’t | 


much even then!” 

That is the way with much of 
giving. Pastors 
people to 


SsOme- 
give, or 


. : : ant 
2. Did you notice the circum-|shame them into giving, or beg 
stances out of which the Mace-}them into giving. Not so with the 


donian Christians gave? It was “in 


Macedonian Christians. No. Paul 


a great trial of affliction.” They| tells us that “beyond their power 
were in trouble. Very likely there| they were willing of themselves: | 


was real persecution. Certainly 


praying us with much _ intreaty 


there was some kind of great} that we would receive the gift and 


: . 3} ; 
trouble that might have distracted | take upon us the fellowship of the 


them. But it did not! 


| 


ministering to the saints” (II Cor. 


Again, they gave out of “deep | 8:3, 4). They really begged Paul 
poverty.’”’ Many would suppose that|to take their gifts! They were’ 
poverty prevents people from giv-| troubled lest Paul should collect | 


ing. It never does, unless it be 
spiritual poverty! The Christian 
who has something to eat has 
something to give. The Christian 
who has clothes to wear can 
have something to give. The 
Christian who can pay house rent 
can give to the cause of Christ. 
The Christian who has money or 
possessions or anything else can 
have money for God. Poor giving 
does not come out of material 


Exposition by Spurgeon 


(Continued from page 4) 


caught him, and said unto him, O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt? And when they were 
come into the ship, the wind ceas- 
ed. Then they that were in the 
ship came and worshipped him, 
saying, Of a truth thou art the 
Son of God.” 

Well might they worship,. for 
they had seen abundant proof of 
His deity. They worshipped Him, 
saying, “of a truth thou art the 
Son of God.” They could not have 
meant by this, “Thou art a su- 
perior person, an excellent charac- 


ter.” They would not, if they were 
Jews, have worshipped a mere 
man; for of all things you ever 
saw in this life, you never saw 
a Jew that would worship any 
form that was visible to the eye. 
The captivity of Babylon delivered 
the Hebrew race from idolatry al- 
together. They may fall into super- 
stition of another sort, but never 
into idolatry. Mark that. There 
has not been since that: time a man 
of Jewish race who would have 
worshipped Christ if he had not 
believed Him to be God. 


it causes bad talk, and brings a 
reproach on the church, or on the 
preacher, or on Christ Himself! 
Oh, what a sin that God’s people 
Should ever make an offering a 
matter of embarrassment to God's 
preachers, or to the public, or to 
Christ! Sometimes preachers tell 
‘me how happy they would be if 


| 
} 


they never had to take a collection, 
if they had some outside source of 


income so that they could live 
| Without salary. They feel so de- 
meaned to take money which is 


given so grudging.y! But that was 
not the way with these Macedonian 
(Continued on page 6) 


conduct. 
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A Handbook of Christian Truth 


by HAROLD LINDSELL and CHARLES J. WOODBRIDGE 


This long-needed one-volume treatment of the cardinal themes 
of the Christian faith not only presents Christian truth, but 
shows how to apply it in everyday living. In fifty-two chap- 
ters—one for each week of the year—the authors discuss 
such subjects as The Bible, God, Christ, The Trinity, Salvation, 
the Church, Heaven and Hell, and God's Promises. This book 
holds much a Christian need know of Bible-based faith and 


So Great Salvation 


in England, with 
ing of the spiritual life, has come to be regarded as one of the most 
potent forces in recent Church history. In three parts, this book gives us 
a historical sketch of Keswick, the actual teachings of the convention, and 
biographcal sketches of Keswick's outstanding leaders. 


at your local bookstore 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


$3.50 


The History and Message 
of the Keswick Convention 


its emphasis on the deepen- 


$2.50 


Westwood, N. J. 
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Not the Money but the Man 


(Continued from page 5) | 


Christians. They wanted to give.| really reached the heart. And be- 
They begged Paul to let them give. | fore any of us can hope to give in 
And they had such a great revival,|Such a manner as to please the 
such a spiritual advance, that it|dear Lord Jesus, we must give 
was told about over the country.| Ourselves, without any restraint, 
Paul called it a grace of God! Paul} Without any reservation, into His 


urged everybody to pattern after dear wounded hands! Oh, that we 
it! ‘may be His, unreservedly, this 
I imagine that when people moment, and tomorrow, and for- 
S ‘art 
ever! 


heard about the church in Mace-| 
donia and how joyfully, how amaz- | 
ingly they gave, there was a| ; : ; “w 
brightening of the eye and some-| Primarily With Our Gifts 
times a trembling of the lips. God | and Sacrifices 

had visited His peopie! and many | Does any reader rea'ly believe 
a hungry heart prayed, “O God,| that a dime out of a dollar is all 
come and be with us, too, and give | God wants of us? Does any reader 
us the same kind of joy and love| believe that money in the offering 
and sacrificial hearts! Lord, send| plate satisfies God’s requirements 
us that kind of revival, too.” of Christians? The Pharisees in 
was the kind of giving to make|the time of Christ were most 
lost sinners want to be Christians!| meticulous about their giving. 
It was a kind of giving to bring | They were really “storehouse tith- 
a refreshing of heart to ev eryone | ers” like many another strict 
who loved God. 


II. God is Never Concerned 


| Pharisee. But to them the Lord 
5. And what was the real ex-| Jesus said: 

planation of the glorious giving of “Woe unto you, scribes and 
the Macedonian Christians? What Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 
fundamental thing brought all this| tithe of mint and anise and cum- 
joy, all this liberality, all this| min, and have omitted the 
praise to God, all this growing in| weightier matters of the law, 
grace of Christian character? | It judgment, mercy, and faith: 
was simp'y this: The people of} these ought ye to have done, 
Macedonia first gave themselves and not to leave the other un-| 
to God and to God's preacher,| done. Ye blind guides, which 
Paul. Then the money became in-| strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
cidental, and their loving hearts | camel.”—Matt. 23:23, 24. 
poured out in gratitude to God| These very proper, church-going 
anything God wanted. “But this | on anes tithing people then hated | 
they did, Paul Says, “not as he | and crucified the Saviour and | 
hoped, but first gave their own) many of them never repented and_| 
selves to the Lord, and unto us 


turned to Christ 
| given. 


but died unfor-| 
| unconverted, and went to| 
‘Heli. How could we suppose that 
‘mere outward service, whether 
|}with money or any other form 
|and incidental ceremony, could 
'satisfy God’s demands from us? 
Consider how often the Bible 
mentions this matter that God is 
| never satisfied with things. 


by the will of God.” 

Paul had hoped that the Mace- 
donian Christians would give 
money to help the saints in Jeru- 
salem who were in such dire pover- 
ty_and distress. But they did far 
more than Paul had hoped. They 
not only gave their money; they | 
gave themselves first. If a man | 
gives himself, then, of course, his) 
pocketbook is included. You see, | 1. David Says, Through the Holy 
the real thing that pleases God al-| Spirit, That Only Heart-gifts 
ways in this matter of giving is| Please God. 
that people shall give themselves,| In Psalm 51 David prays a 
their love, their devotion, their! heartbroken prayer of penitence 
trust, their service, and all they|and confession, pleading for for- 
have. After one has given himself | giveness and cleansing from his 
thoroughly to Christ, out and out,| sin with Bath-sheba and his mur- 
lock, stock and barrel, then the! der of Uriah. Then he 
giving question is pretty easily | verse 17, “The sacrifices of God 
settled. All one needs to know,| are a broken spirit: a broken and 
then, is simply what wil! please|a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
God. | not dispise.” 

May God make those who read David had plenty of red steers. 
into Macedonian Christians! May} He could have put many fat rams 
we, give ourselves afresh to the|on the altar. But he knew that 
Lord Jesus Christ. God wanted more than that. He 

An old song we have all sung! knew that the sacrifices that were 
with such blessing says, pleasing to God must be really 
spiritual sacrifices—a broken spir- 
it, a contrite heart, a longing for 
purity, an earnest vow to “teach 
transgressors thy ways” so that 
“sinners shail be converted unto 
thee.” 
“Take my silver and my _ gold, 2. 
Not a mite would I withhold.” 


Said in 


“Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.” 


One verse of it properly Says, 


The Prophet Isaiah Gave 
God’s Message to Israel That Their 
Sacrifices, Their Offerings, Their 
Service Had Become Abominabie. 

Unconfessed sin ruled in. their 


Any kind of consecration that 
does not reach the purse has not 


| and sinful 


hearts, so why should God want 
their money, their bullocks, their 
lambs or he goats? God’s message 
was this: 


‘To what purpose is the multi- 
tude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord: I am full of the 
burnt-offerings of rams, and the 
fat of fed beasts; and I delight 
not in the blood of bullocks, or 
of lambs, or of he goats. When 
ye come to appear before me, 
who hath required this at your 
hand, to tread my courts? Bring 
no more vain oblations; in- 
cense is an abomination unto 
me; the new moons and sab- 


baths, the calling of assemb/ieS” 


I cannot away with; it is iniqui- 
ty, even the solemn meeting. 
Your new moons and your ap- 
pointed feasts my soul hateth: 
they are a trouble unto me; I 
am weary to bear them. And 
when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you: yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: 
your hands are full of blood.”’ 
Isa. 1:11-15. 


Does anybody think that such 
outward matters of service as go- 
ing to church, singing in choirs, 
giving money in the offering, tak- 
ing part on a program can satisfy 
the heart of God? If, out of a 
loving heart, we give and go and 
love and weep and serve, God is 
pleased by our heart-offering. But 
the things themselves which we 
might give to God He regards 
with distaste, with aversion. He 
shuns them and hates them, if 
they do not come from loving, de- 
voted, surrendered hearts! So to | 
these Israelites He said: 

“Wash you, 


and with songs sung with trained 
'voices. O God, open our blind eyes 


serve Him? Saul was not fit to be 
king. Rebellion in the heart is as 
bad as witchcraft, and stubborn- 
ness and selfwiil, even in the serv- 
ice of God, is like iniquity and 
idolatry, God says. 

I fear that some people think 
God is greatly exercised by stained 
glass windows and organ music 
and so-called reverence in the 
house of God which is usually 
nothing more nor less than carnal 
and sensual esthetic enjoyment. I 
fear many people are more. con- 
cerned with the forms of worship, 
and with amounts of money given, 


and let us see that God wants the 
heart-gifts. No gift can please God 
if it is not out of an obedient and 
loving and surrendered heart 
which lays a!l upon the altar! 

4. The Lord Jesus Immortalized 
a Poor Widow Who Gave All She 
Had. 


The amount of money is of: little 
moment to God. The dear Lord 
Jesus once stood by the treasury, 
we are told, “and saw the rich 


their death. Oh, when will we learn 
how little God cares about world- 
ly possessions as compared with 
heart devotion and love and obe- 
dience? 

The cattle on a thousand hills 
belongs to Jesus Christ. He made 
them. The silver and gold are His. 
If He were hungry, He would not 
ask us for food. How, then, can 
we think He is so much exercised 
with these matters? 


(Continued on page 8) 
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men casting their gifts into wed 
treasury.” We _ should remember | 
that Jesus Christ always stands by Pe 
the treasury. He sees the gifts 
that are given. Best of all, 
knows the heart that gives. And/| 
there the Scripture tells us, “...| 
he saw also a certain poor widow 
casting in thither two mites.” The 
story is told in Luke 21:1-4. How 
do you suppose the Saviour felt? 
Was He greatly impressed with the 
large gifts of the rich men? No, 
we learn that He said, “Of a truth 


He || 


I say unto you, that this poor) 


| widow hath cast in more than they | 


make you clean; | all: 


For all these have of their’ 


put away the evil of your do- | abundance cast in unto the offer- | 


ings from before mine 
cease to do evil; Learn to do 
well; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as 

wool,’’—Isa. 1:16-18. 

The sacrifice God wanted was 
a heart-sacrifice. Repentance from 
Sin, earnestly seeking to do well, 
making things right with others, 
coming to seek God in the heart 
for forgiveness—these were the 
sacrifices that God wanted, instead 
of the bu!locks and lambs, instead 
of the incense on the altar, and the 
appointed feasts. 

3. King Saul Learned, Too, 
Obey is Better Than 


eyes; 


“To | 

Sacrifice.” | 
In I Samuel 15, we are given the | heard of it 

story of how the young King Saul | | the swine”’ 


ings of God: but she of her penury | 
hath cast in all the living that she | 
had.” 

Jesus cared more about — 


much people had left than about | 


what they gave. He cared that this | 


| 


widow was willing to trust Him) 
about all the future and put in, | 


not a tithe, not an offering, but) 


literally everything that she had. | 


Man may look on the outward 
appearance, but God looks on the 
heart. 

In the country of the Gadarenes 
Jesus worked a wonderful miracle, 
casting a legion of devils out of a 
poor man who had been a wild) 
man living in the tombs, crying 
and cutting himself with stones. 
Those demons begged to enter into | 
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a herd of swine, and the two thou- | 


into the sea and 
When the peopic 
“and also concerning 
we are told, “then they 


sand hogs ran 
were drowned. 


was sent by the Lord to smite and | | began to pray him to depart out of | 


destroy the Amalekites and their | their coasts”’ 


property. ° 
people 


try and sin. They had defied God. 
They must be destroyed. 

Saul 
the prophet Samuel, 


. | 
formed the commandment of the| 
| possessed man, 
“What mean-| 


Lord.”’ 

Sut Samuel said, 
eth then this bleating of the sheep 
in mine ears, and the 
the oxen which I hear?” 


Saul had brought back the fat-| ~~ 
and cattle for | 


test of the sheep 
public sacrifices and he said. 
“For the 
best 


thy God; and the rest we have 

utterly destroyed.’’—I Sam. 15: 

i 

Saul cou'd not understand why 
God would not find great joy in the 
sacrifice of these animals, these 
gifts, the spoils of war. But Samuel 
told him. 

“Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than _ sacrifice, 
and to harken than the fat of 
rams. For rebeliion is as the sin 
of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is aS iniquity and idolatry. Be- 
cause thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord, he hath also 
rejected thee from being king.” 
—I Sam. 15:22, 23. 

God could not use a king who 
thought that serving God was a 
matter of routine, of giving things 
to God. No, God made all the cat- 
tle on a thousand hills. God him- 
self created the sheep and goats 
and oxen. How could a few of 
these poor things given to Him 
satisfy the longing heart of God 
which wanted love and obedience 


and surrender from those who | 


hese wicked, idolatrous, | death of two thousand hogs meant 
threatened ‘to' 
'lead the people of God into idola-| meant 


(Mark 5:16, 17). The 
to those Gadarenes. 
four thousand hams, 
thousand sides of bacon, 


a lot They 
four 
and a 


| good deal of lard and sausage and 


returned and declared to 


lowing of | 


people spared the! 
of the sheep and of the) 
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord | 


fresh pork. 


side the soul of the poor 
that He, 


demon- 
in a ges- 


‘ture of disdain, 


But to the Lord Jesus | © 
“T have per- | they were so inconsequential be- 


sent the hogs to 
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A Bouquet For Baptista 


C. O. Baptista, pioneer of the Gospel sound film, who started from scratch, 
Today C. O. Baptista Films has produced dozens of Gospel movies, owns and operates 
a splendid, fully-equipped studio and laboratory in Wheaton, Illinois, and manufactures 
the finest 16’'mm. sound motion picture projector on the market. 


By Evangelist Bill Rice 
Associate Editor 


Cc. O. Baptista is undoubtedly 
the pioneer of Gospel sound films. 
In 1938 he was in the export busi- 
ness selling movie projectors to 
Latin American companies. The 
company felt he ought to dis- 
tribute them widely in Latin 
America but the drawback was 
that there were no sound films in 
Spanish to go along with the pro- 
jectors. The next logical step, 
therefore, was to produce some 
films. Two young men had ap- 
proached him who had a small, 
amateur film laboratory and they 
offered to produce films under 
Baptista’s direction. He and the 
two fellows formed a little com- 
pany that shortly became in such 
shaky financial condition that both 
of the young men gladly sold their 
shares to Baptista. 

In 1939 the film laboratory was 
a growing concern, with a new lo- 
cation on West Huron Street in 
Chicago. A new printer was pur- 
chased along with other labora- 
tory equipment, and Baptista be- 
gan printing films in Spanish. 


The Vision 

At the same time, Mr. Bap- 
tista was a Sunday School super- 
intendent. It had become his habit 
to give object lessons to the chil- 
dren during the opening exercises, 
and one of these was called ‘“The 
Story of a Fountain Pen.” It oc- 
curred to him that this object 
lesson ought to be put on sound 
motion film and shown in many 
Sunday Schools to the boys and 
girls. He arranged for the film to 
be produced. By the time another 
year had rolled around, two more 
simple Gospel films had been pro- 
duced and the enthusiasm for 
making commercial films was gone 
completely. Baptista had seen a 
vision—a vision of sound films tak- 
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
churches, schools, to foreign fields 
—anywhere and everywhere that 
people could be gathered together 


to hear the Gospel message. On 
May 18, 1942, the Scriptures 


Visualized Institute was incorpora- 
ted and granted a charter by the 
state of Illinois. From the begin- 
ning it was a non-profit institution 
dedicated to the audio-visual 
spreading of. the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ throughout the 
world. 


Moving to Wheaton 

By 1947 the Baptista films were 
going strong. Films on dozens of 
various subjects were being shown 
from coast to coast. Some of them 
were preaching films with Dr. H. 
A. Ironside, Dr. W. B. Riley, Dr. 
John R. Rice, Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 
and other men of God. There were 
films for children, films for soul- 
Winning classes, devotional mes- 
Sages, missionary messages, etc. 
The company, forced out of Chi- 
cago by increasingly high rent and 
needing larger accommodations, 
built a studio and office building 
in Wheaton, Illinois. Better equip- 
ment was purchased. Better tech- 
nicians became available. And as 
a result, better films were pro- 
duced. Some films were produced 
quickly on a low budget. Others 
were tremendously expensive and 
were completed only after months 
and sometimes years of hard la- 
bor. Pilgrim’s Progress, for exam- 
ple, took four and one-half years 
to complete and took many thou- 
sands of dollars. 


Souls Were. Saved 


Best of all, reports came in tel- 
ling of literally thousands of con- 


versions through the ministry of 
the films. This was true almost 
from the very beginning. It would 
be very difficult to check up on 
this, but I doubt if any film com- 
pany in America produces films 
that win more souls to Christ 
than those of the Baptista Com- 
pany. In 1952, for example, Mr. 
Baptista received reports of ap- 
proximately ten thousand people 
who were saved in services where 
Baptista films were shown. And 
he believes there were probably 
thousands of other conversions 
that he has never ‘heard of. 


Strict Standards 

The Baptista company has strict 
standards about every film they 
produce. The message is the thing 
in all of them. In fact, the message 
is almost the only consideration in 
the production of a Baptista film. 
They are anxious to produce films 
that God can bless, they have con- 
victions as to how these films 
Should be produced, and they will 
not compromise one inch. For ex- 
ample, the Baptista company be- 
lieves that every actor who por- 
trays a part in one of their films 
should be a saved person. They 
do not use professional actors and 
actresses. Every film must have 
a strong Gospel message. They 
are not willing ever to weaken the 
message of any film in order to 
make it more entertaining, They 
definitely do not go out for glam- 
our. They never consider whether 
or not any given film will be a 
money-maker. Their work is non- 
profit and their concern is, “Will 
this picture glorify Christ, will it 
Win souls, will it-strengthen Chris- 
tians* Whether or not a film 
will be expensive to produce is 
never the determining factor in 
trying to decide whether or not 
to produce it. 


What About Quality? 

Of course a film produced by 
amateurs will not compare tech- 
nically with films produced by pro- 
fessionals. Since the Baptista 
Company does not try to compete 
with Hollywood, does not have 
professional scriptwriters, camera- 
men, technicians, actors, actres- 
ses, etc., their films are not of the 
same high technical quality as 
Hollywood. It is only fair to say 
that their films are not as well 
produced as some other \producers 
of Gospel films—-the Moody Bible 
Institute and Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, for example. I am frank to 
say that I have heard sharp criti- 
cisms of some Baptista films be- 
cause of some technical weakness. 
Now I certainly agree that Gos- 
pel films ought to be made as well 
as possible, as far as the acting, 
directing, script, and filming is 
concerned. But I feel it is down- 
right foolish to let flaws in. the 
oroducing over-shadow the results 
of the showing. I feel that many 
who criticize Baptista films would 
also have criticized John the Bap- 
tist because he did not wear a 
necktie or use after-shave lotion! 
[ rejoice in the ministry of John 
‘he Baptist not because of the 
way he dressed but because the 
fire of God was upon him, and 
thousands in repentance turned 
to God. And my primary interest 
in Baptista’s films is not in the 
way they are “dressed,” but in the 


“* )? 


‘fact that they do win thousands 


to Christ. 
Think of- This 


For example, one of the earliest 
of the Gospel films was, ‘“The Man 
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Who Forgot God.” A man sitting 
before a fireplace announces that 
he is the man who forgot God. 
In flashbacks the story is told. 
Since his childhood days he felt 
that God had called him into full- 
time service. AS a young man, he 
still planned to carry the Gospel 
to the unsaved, but marriage and 
prosperity, home and _=§ friends 
caused him to stray away from 
the Lord. Finally the death of 
his ten-year-old daughter causes 
him to turn back to the Lord, and 
the picture ends as he and his 
wife sing, “T’ll Go Where You 
Want Me to Go.” 

A young Moody student in his 
early twenties plays the leading 


role. Even with a mustache, he 
appears far too young for the 


part. And, at the close of the pic- 
ture, with his mustache shaved 
off, he looks even younger than at 
the beginning of the picture when 
he was supposed to have been ten 
or twelve years younger! The act- 
ing is definitely that of amateurs. 
It seems to me that the photogra- 
phy is rather poorly done in some 
places. All in all, a critic might con- 
sider it a poor film from a techni- 
cal standpoint. In Spite of this, 
however, the fact remains that 
this film has been one of the finest 
soul-winning Gospel films ever 
produced. It is also the best-sell- 
ing film the company has ever 
made, having sold more than eight 
hundred copies! The point I am 
trying to make is that in all of 
Baptista productions it is the mes- 
sage that stands out rather than 
the messenger. And -God _ does 
bless these films. It is only fair to 
say, however, that Baptista films 
are not only greatly improving in 
quality due to the purchase of new 
and modern equipment, but con- 
sidering the fact that the company 
started on a shoestring, without 
the backing of any large and 
powerful organization, it is really 
remarkable, that, with limited in- 


ica. I also borrowed a new Miracle 
for the test. I put these five pro- 
jectors side by side and fucused 
each one of them on a six-foot 
screen. I secured five copies of the 
same sound film with which to 
make the test. With several other 
interested men (Mr. Baptista was 
not present) we tested each ma- 
chine for ease of operation, sound, 
brilliance of the picture on the 
screen, etc. We found the Miracle 
definitely to be the quietest run- 
ning machine of the five. The 
sound quality seemed to be the 
equal of any of the others. By 
actual light meter test, it threw 
pictures on the screen that were 
considerably more brilliant than 
any of the others. In fact, we all 
agreed that the Miracle surpassed 
any of the others. I know this will 
sound incredible—that a small 
Christian company has produced a 
better sound projector than any 
of the great companies that have 
millions of dollars to spend on the 
research and manufacture of mo- 
tion picture projectors. Neverthe- 
less, I am telling you exactly the 
truth as I know it. It is my firm 
conviction, based on long experi- 
ence and through examination, 
that the Miracle really is the fin- 
est 16 mm. moving picture pro- 
jector on the market today. 

How can this be explained? Mr. 
Baptista believes it is a miracle of 


God. 


A Bouquet for Baptista 

So here is a bouquet for Bap- 
tista! I certainly do not say that 
he is the only producer of good 
Gospel films. I do not even 
that his are the best Gospel films 
produced. But his films are true 
to the Bible. They do win souls. 
He does not compromise honest 
convictions. He has not patterned 


after Hollywood. He lives sacri- 
ficially. (The employees of the 
Baptista Company are paid ac- 


cording to what they need to live 
on. A number of men who have 
larger families receive larger sal- 
aries than Mr. Baptista does, al- 
though he is president of the com- 
pany and probably works half 
again aS many hours as any of the 


say | 


others.) We thank God for the 
ministry of this good man, for his 
staunch loyalty to Christ, for his 
warm, unselfish, cooperative 
friendship with other Christian 
workers and organizations. The 
hand of God is upon him and we 
pray and believe he will be even 
more greatly used of God in the 
days ahead than he has been in 
the days gone by. 
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THE ROMANCE OF 


by Frank 


come, inferior laboratory equip- 
ment, inexpensive cameras, etc., 
the films have been as good as/§ 


they are. 


The Miracle Projector 

The Baptista company has pro- 
duced a sound motion picture pro- 
jector which they have named the 
Miracle. And miracle it is! In my 
judgment it is the finest 16 mm. 
motion picture projector on the 
market today; yet it has been de- 
veloped by a small company with- 
out extensive financial backing 
and without “pull” of any kind. 

I have good reason to believe it 
is the best projector on the mar- 
ket. In the first place, I graduated 
from the Moody Bible Institute 
and went into evangelistic work 
about the same time Mr. Baptista 
began producing Gospel films. This 
was in 1942. From the very be- 
ginning I have shown sound films 
in revival campaigns all over 
America. I have shown them to 
tiny crowds and I have shown 
them to great ones. I have rented 
projectors, borrowed projectors, 
and bought projectors to use in 


these meetings. I became _ con- 
vinced that the Miracle was the 
finest of all the projectors that 


I had used. 


Several years ago Mr. Baptista 
produced preaching pictures of 
both my brother,. Dr. John R. 


Rice, and myself. John and I or- 
ganized a staff of film evangelists 
to show these pictures all over the 
country. It was up to me, as di- 
rector of this work, to suggest to 
our men which motion picture pro- 
jector they should buy. To me this 
was a serious matter involving 
hundreds of dollars, and I deter- 
mined to find out which projector 
I ought to recommend to our own 
men and to the many who write 
in asking advice on this matter. 


A Scientific Test 


This is what I did: I secured 
four brand-new projectors of the 
four most famous makes in Amer- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Not the Money but the Man 


(Continued from page 6) 


Do not misunderstand me; I be- 
lieve that our loving gifts please 
Him very much, if they come from 
hearts that are surrendered. I be- 
lieve that if we give ourselves first 
to the Lord, that all the things 
we do and all the things we give 
are accepted joyfully by His lov- 
ing heart. But what He really 
wants is our love, our praise, our 
believing faith, that trusts Him to 
repay. He wants our obedience 
faithfully and always to come from 
a loving heart. You see, God wants 
the man first, and not the money 
first. 


Ill. The Foundation Doctrine 
of Christian Giving Is the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ 
We ought to give to the Lord 
Jesus of our money, our time, our 


ciples assembled on Mount Olivet, 
before Jesus ascended to Heaven, 
He said, “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: 'Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end 


of the world. Amen” (Matt. 28: 
18-20). 
All authority in Heaven and 


earth belongs to Jesus Christ. That 
is basis enough for us to bow in 
humble surrender of everything 
we have and are to Him. 

2. Every Tie of Love and Beau- 
ty Binds Us to Jesus, Our Saviour. 


I tell you that Jesus is the crea- 
tor, but He is more than that. I 


praise, our obedience, because we | tell you that Jesus holds all things 


belong to Him. He is the Lord of 
our lives. He has a right to us and | 
all we have. 


1. Consider First Who Jesus 
Christ Is. 
A lovely chorus sings “Every- | 


body Ought to Know Who Jesus | 
s.” Strangely enough, most Chris- 


is. ) 

First, He is God Almighty. Yes, 
Jesus is God. He is equal with the 
Father. This is made clear in many 
Scriptures. 


| 


| that. 


| | hands, 


/son 


| together by His power. But I know 
|a more important truth yet than 
I tell you that the resurrec- 
tion of the dead is put in His 
that the judgment of all 
men is put in the hands of Jesus. 
|But Christians have a better rea- 
for loving and serving Him 


'than that. 
tians do not realize all that Jesus | 


This reason is that we are 
bought by His precious blood. We 
love Him because He first loved 
us. Being redeemed by His blood, 
being won by the love which took 
Him to Calvary for us, we owe 


The Apostle Paul was divinely 
inspired to write Timothy that in| 
Jesus “God was manifest in the 
flesh” (I Tim. 3:16). 

The Prophet Isaiah was moved 
to write about a child to be born, 
about a son to be given” . and | 
his name shall be called Wonder- | 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince | 
of Peace.” These are 
Jesus Christ. He is properly called 
“The mighty God.” He is “The 
everlasting Father.’ Jesus is God. 

The psalmist wrote, “Thy throne, 
O God, is forever and ever” (Ps. 
45:6). 
told that these 
dressed ‘to Jesus. 


words are 
“But unto the 


Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, 


is for ever and ever: a sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom.” If you want to address 


the Lord Jesus Christ even as the | 


Father addressed Him, you may 
say to Him, “O God.” Jesus is 
God. 

Many Christians do not know 


that all things that are created 
were created by Jesus Christ. Be- 
fore the world began, the Father 
said, “Let us make man in our 
image” but He gave the whole 
matter of creation into the hands 
of His Son, Jesus Christ. Hebrews 
1:2 says that God “hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he 
made the worlds.”’ Colossians 1:16, 
17 tells us that “all things were 
created by him, and for him: And 
he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist.” Jesus created 
everything. He holds everything 
together now. Why do the planets 
stay in their orbits around the 
sun? Jesus Christ holds them 
there. Why do the atoms hold to- 
gether in little groups making 
matter as we know it really con- 
sist of tiny solar systems of mole- 


cules? Jesus Christ holds all things | 


together! 


So in John 1:3 we are told, “All | 


things were made by him; and 
without him 
made that was made.” 


Who is Jesus Christ? He is the | 


one to whom the Father has com- 


mitted all judgment so that men/| 
should honor the Son as they hon- | 


or the Father (John 5:22.23). 
Jesus has the power to yan ky 
the dead (John 5:21). The resur- | 


rection will come at the voice of | 
Jesus Christ. All the judgments) 
promised in the Scriptures, includ- 
ing the judgment of saints at the 
judgment seat of Christ; the judg- 
ment of the Gentile peoples at 
Jerusalem (Matt. 295 :31-46), and 
the last judgment of the unsaved 
‘dead, the great white throne judg- 
ment, (Rev. 20:11-15) will be pre- 
sided over by Jesus Christ. 

; Jesus is our Saviour, He is God 
rhanifested in the flesh. He is our 
intercessor at the right hand of 
the Father. 

| With these things in mind, we 
can stand in awe and yet loving 
worship before Jesus as He gives 
the Great Commission. To the dis- 


Or thorns 


But in Hebrews 1:8 we are | 
ad- | 


was not anything | 


iim everything. The grand hymn 
by Isaac Watts Says: 


See, from His head, His hands, 
His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled 
down; 


Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
compose so rich a 
crown? 


names for} 


Were the 
mine, 


whole realm of nature 


That were a present for too small; 
| Love so amazing, so divine, 


| Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

This is what Paul meant when 
he wrote to the saints at Rome: 
“I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living 


sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service” (Rom. 12:1). It is the 


‘most reasonable thing in the world, 

Paul said. to suffer the loss of all 
things, to fight the lions at Ephe- 
sus, to be shipwrecked in the deep, 
to be beaten, scourged, chained, 
jailed, and finally beheaded, all for 
Jesus! And so, because of the lov- 
ing mercy of God, he besought 
Christians to offer their bodies as 
a living sacrifice. 

Again Paul wrote to the Cor- 
inthians, ““‘The love of Christ con- 
straineth us” (II Cor. 5:14). 

Let me ask a solemn question 
to every reader: Do you love the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Are you grate- 
ful in your heart for all He has 
done for you? Are there tears of 
gratitude in your heart? Do you 
ever praise Him sincerely with 
trembling lips and the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving? Then why not lay 
your life on the altar in absolute 
surrender to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ? And that will settle for- 
ever tor the honest Christian what 
he is to do about his giving. 

i 

3. Absolute Surrender Is_ the 
Only Honest Course For A Chris- 
tian. 

A bridal couple stands and takes 
holy vows. The radiant bride} all 
in white, crowned with orange 
‘blossoms and veil, may solemnly 
promise to take this man as her 
husband “for richer, for poorer, 
'through sickness and health, for 
better, or for worse, until death 
do us part.’’ Do you think that if 
a husbana asks that much, any- 
| thing less will satisfy Jesus Christ? 

Patrick Henry stood and solemn- 
ly dedicated himself to the cause 
olf freedom for the American Colo- 
nies. He said that “sink or swim, 
Survive or perish,” he would live 
or die to bring about the freedom 
of the colonies. And other noble 
men agreed to place ‘their proper- 
ty, their lives, and their sacred 
honor’ on the altar for the free- 
dom of their country. And if pa- 
triotism demands so much, do you 
think that Jesus Christ will ever 
be Satisfied with less than com- 
plete surrender, lock, stock, and 
barrel? 

John and Betty Stam went to 


An Adulteress in the Palace 


(Continued from page 1) 


again called into the king’s palace. 
This time he was given the king’s 
meat to eat, and the king’s wine to 
drink. It was then that David, 
evidently by the use of deception, 
“made him drunk.” But not even 
a mind befogged by the stupor of 
drink altered the soldier’s resolve. 
That. night again he slept with the 
servants of the king, “but went 
not down to his house.” 


There was only one other way 
out. That no living person apart 
from Bathsheba and himself might 
know the child yet to be born was 
other than the offspring of its 
legitimate father, Uriah must 
somehow be put to death! There 
was no time to lose. 

When Uriah returned to the 
battlefront, he carried a sealed 
message for Joab. Without ex- 
planation, it commanded Joab to 
maneuver Uriah into a position of 
hottest battle and, at an opportune 
moment, to withdraw all support 
in order to make certain his death. 

Although Uriah’s murder deep- 
ened the stain of guilt in David’s | 
heart, it 
sigh of relief that he heard among 
the details of a subsequent war 
communique: “Uriah the Hittite 
also died today.” At last the guilt 
was concealed. Now all occasion 
to fear was removed. The lips of 
the one person in all the world 
who would know to make bare 
the secret of sin had been silenced. 

Bathsheba mourned the death of 
her husband and at a later date 
was taken into the king’s palace 
as David's wife. All the land as- 
sumed the child she later bore was 
the son of her first husband who 
had died so valiently in the ser- 
vice of his country. 


ae pad gee «pig or | “The Sweet Singer of Israel,” as 
re LATE Sought an interview | he carols his homespun, 
the king of / 


From all appearances, the | goctined to 


with 
Israel. 
matter he placed before the king 
was a petty one, but because it | 
involved the violation of an impor- 
tant principle, David was a willing 
judge. After all, was it not the 
duty of the king to promote jus- 
tice and preserve order? Wrong 
must be punished. Had not the 
Lord God placed the crown upon 
his head for that very reason? 

As Nathan finished his story, 
righteous indignation kindled the 
heart of David. Its flame blazed to 
his very eyes. Who in his kingdom 
would dare sink so low? 
heart could be so utterly devoid of 
pity? The pronouncement of the 
penalty was swift and severe. Res- 
titution must be made, not once, 
but four times over! And, as the 
Lord liveth, the transgressor him- 
self must surely die! 

Then came the staggering blow! 


His Majesty, 


China as missionaries. Betty, in 
her college days, wrote down a 
solemn pledge in the back of her 

3ible that Jesus Christ should be 
first at any ‘tost, that no friend 
or loved one would ever be as dear, 
that she would do what He willed, 
whether it meant to live or die. 
Likewise John Stam, at another 
time, entered a solemn covenant 
with God that he would glorify 
God “‘whether it be by life or by 
death.’” He would have no will of 
his own, he would go where God 
said go, he.would not choose his 
own wife, nor his own occupation, 
nor his own, friends. These young 
people went to China, took a fron- 
tiér’s post, and there God allowed 
communistic gandits to seize them 
and cut off their heads. They of- 
fered themselves as living sacri- 
fices and God accepted their gift. 
Do you think anything less than 
the same surrender will satisfy 
God in your case or mine? 

God wants the heart. After you 
give Him that, He will make easy 
the giving of money or property. 
But all talk of tithing, of pledges, 
of offerings must surely be dis- 
tasteful to God if, first of all, the 
great foundation decision has not 
been made. God wants YOU. He 
wants all your heart’s love. He 
wants your will made subject to 
Him alone. He wants you to put 
Him before father or mother or 
wife or children or brother or sis- 
ter—before life itself. And then 
the dear Saviour will give you the 
sweet privilege of sharing with 
His cause your means. Giving will 
then be just a sweet and natural 
expression of the heart’s devotion. 


And that is what God wants! 


' 


doubtless was with a 
'on more than one momentous oc- 


} 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


“Thou art the man!” 

To many, gossip is a delectable 
dish. Some people love nothing so 
much as a scandal. Scandal, like 
no other thing, arouses their in- 
terest and fires their imagination. 
But rest assured, the chronologer 
of this episode from David's life 
was not motivated by a relish to 
share a spicy bit of scandal. God 
tells us in the New Testament why 
such stories of human failure and 
waywardness are recorded. It is 
so we may profit by the experience 
of others. We are permitted to 
see what sin did to them, lest we, 
too, lust after evil things. This 
chapter from the life of David 
is not among the least of such 
stories which so fulfil that pur- 
pose. 


Sin’s Universal Reach 
For one thing, the story of Da- 
vid is one way God has of telling 
us that no one is beyond the reach 


of sin. David, from his childhood | 


up, was a choice and devout soul. 
Even as a lad, God had seen fit to 


use him as His chosen instrument 


casion! 

See him, as a ruddy youth, when 
single-handed he meets the mighty 
monarch of war, Goliath, to de- 
liver the defeated Israelites from 
servitude to the pagan Philistines! 


See him, this youngest son of 
Jesse, handsome and stalwart, as 
the prophet Samuel calls him 
from tending his sheep on the 


sonality (I Sam. 16:18). Testimony 
to the quality of his character was 
given over and over in the words, 
“the Lord was with him.” 


When a man like David falls 
into such black and ugly sin, it 
becomes a warning to everyone. 
Certainly, if one so strong and 
good as he could not be sure of 
himself, there is no one who can, 
Sin is without respect for persons. 
There is none who is immune, 
There is none beyond the clutch of 
its deadly tentacles. 


Most people would be horrified 
to learn that some dread disease 
lurked within their body. Yet, in 
every heart is the seed to every 
sin, waiting for an opportune time, 
for a favorable combination of 
circumstances, so it can sink down 
its roots and blossom forth in the 
fruits of death. 


Yes, the story of David is God’s 
way of telling us to always be on 
guard, lest we, too, fall into sin’s 
grip. 


Sin’s Rapid Growth 

Watching the rapid development 
of sin in the soul of David reminds 
us that the heart of man is rich 
soil for the growth of evil. Today, 
sin may appear to be only a harm- 
less seed, but before we are aware, 
it has become a tangled jungle of 
wickedness, 

See how swift was sin’s progres- 
sion in David’s soul. Its beginning 
was only an accidental look. But 
following in close succession came 
the evil thought, the unbridled de- 
sire, the plot. The overt act of 


‘adultery was the natural blossom- 


hillsides of Judea to anoint him | 


successor to King Saul! The Spirit 
of the Lord, we are told, came 
upon David in a new way from 
that day forward. 

See him, who has been called | 


yet pro- 
found psalms, psalms which were 
find their way into 
the hearts of countless multitudes 
in every generation from his far- 
| off day until that of our own. The 
work of no composer, before nor 
since, has done so much to relight 
the fires of devotion and to awak- 
en a yearning for purity and right- 
eousness! 

When God sought throughout all 
Israel for a man after His own 
heart, only David met the quali- 
fication. Little wonder that the 


‘fame of this youthful successor to 


Wh a| Israel's throne spread throughout 
OS“ the whole world. Contemporaries 


claimed him skilled as a musician, 
valiant as a man of war, prudent 
in his speech, attractive in per- 


ing of evil; the deception and mur- 
der which followed, only necessary 
and helpful accessories. 

There is nothing unique in this 
story. What happened when David 
opened his heart to sin, always 
_happens. No one ever sins once and 


(Continued on page 9) 
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- An Adulteress in the Palace 


(Continued from page 8) 
stops there. One sin always paves 
the way for another. Sin may be 
likened unto a “fifth column”: 
once it gains admission to the soul, 
it is-only a question of time before 
it unlockg the gates to admit over- 
powering comrades of evil. Like 
termites working from within, yes- 
terday there was no evidence of 
its presence, today the very foun- 
dations give way! 

Most of us have heard the story 
of the artist who wished to paint a 
porirait of the Christ-child. His 
long search for a suitable model 
took him into the homes of the re- 
fined, the educated, the devout. 
Then one day he came upon the 
very countenance he sought. Pur- 
ity and innocence, mingled with 
an indescribable heavenly light, to 
refiect a rare and choice soul. 
When the masterpiece was fin- 
ished, the artist prized it so highly 
that he rolled it up like a scroll 
and carried it next to his bosom. 

Some few years later the same 
artist conceived the idea of paint- 
ing a portrait of Judas Iscariot. 
This time his search took him into 
homes of squalor and filth, into 
dens of sin and iniquity, into 
brothels and slums and underworld 
hide-outs. Then one night his tire- 
less pursuit ended. Never had he 
beheld a face which so vividly por- 
trayed the greed, the lust, the 
heartless selfishness characteristic 
of the great arch-traitor. An ex- 
planation was made, a price of- 
fered. But when the man gave 
his name, the artist drew back in 
unbclief. Instinctively, he reached 
to his bosom for his first painting. 
It was true! The man now before 
him, and the lad whose portrait 
he had painted only a few years 
before, were the same person! Sin 
had wrought -the difference. 

Hiow swiftly sin takes its toll! 
Hearts which are today tender and 
receptive, tomorrow are cold and 
unmoved. Today, a man trembles 
as he hears the call of Christ: to- 
morrow, all the angels of Heaven 
could not touch him. David's fall, 
and the rapid development of evil 
which followed, is a solemn warn- 
ing not to trifle with sin. 


Sin’s Secret Purpose 

Bible scholars tell us that the 
Fifty-first Psalm, known as the 
“Prayer of Repentance,” was writ- 
ten by David following Nathan’s 
visit. The Psalm, imploring par- 
don for his sin and restitution to 
a place of usefulness in God’s ser- 
Vice, is one of the most touching of 
all he wrote. 

One thing David said in this 
Psalm has often been the cause of 
question. In making his confession, 
he prayed, “Against Thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight...” (vs. 4). But 
that does not mean David denied 
sinning against Bathsheba, nor 
against her husband whom he had 
put to death. What it means is 
that David was granted a_God- 
given understanding. of the nature 
of sin. For the deep, underlying 
purpose of all sin is to attack God. 
As Joseph Parker in his dramatic 
way once said, “Sin is the clenched 
fist. Its object: the face of A\l- 
mighty God.” 

When Saul of Tarsus came face 
to face with the risen Christ on 
the Damascus Road, he was asked, 
“Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
He might have been asked, “Why 
persecutest thou my people?” Or, 
“Why breakest thou my command- 
ments?” But in asking what He 
did, Christ uncovered the secret 
purpose of all sin; for whether 
Paul’s or our .own, sin defies the 
sovereign God and brings assault 
upon His blessed Person. 

The intent of sin is portrayed in 
the story of the prodigal son as 
told by Christ. In the English 
translation we read the prodigal 
as saying, “I will arise and go to 
my father, and will say unto him, 
I have sinned against heaven and 
before,thee...” But in the original 
language, Christ portrays him as 
Saying something which gives his 
words an altogether deeper mean- 
ing. There he says, “I have sinned 
into heaven, and before thee...” 
Coming to himself as he did, see- 
ing his sin in its true perspective, 
the prodigal perceived that first 
and foremost his sin was directed 
against God even more so than 
against his earthly father, to whom 
his waywardness had brought such 
anguish, 


Yes, whoever sins becomes an 
instrument in the hands of the 
forces of evil in their blasphemous 
defiance of the Sovereign God. All 
sin has the same source; all sin 
has the same purpose. There is 
no sin so small, nor no sin commit- 
ted in so remote a place, but what 


it does not reach into Heaven to 


strike at God. 


Most of us have a child-like con- | 


ception of sin. We are apt to re- 
gard it merely as a violation of an 
ideal, or the failure to reach a 
certain standard, or some other 
excusable misdemeanor of 
import. But however we 

it, or for whatever reason we may 
commit it, our sin ‘is a blood-broth- 
er to the sin which nailed Christ 
to the cross and then jeered in His 
face as He died. Even the sin we 
defend harmless, if it had 
chance, would again crucify 
God of Heaven. 


as its 


the 


Could David have scen the end 
{rom the beginning, his’ soul, so 
sensitive to the will of God, would 
have shrunk back in horror. But 
Sin is subtle. Sin never introduces 
itself in its true character. The 
process of its unmasking is a grad- 
ual one. A moment of weakness, a 


little | 
regard 
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regardiess of size or 
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ee 


were in the process of establish- 


|ing a permanent home as husband 


and wife. 

The sacrifices Ben made to run 
away with his divorcee friend 
were staggering. He knew well the 
policy of his Company forbade his 
return in any capacity, so he gave 
up a wonderful position it had ta- 
ken years to gain. In just nine 
more years, long before the usual 
age of retirement, he would have 


'gone on pension with a substantial 


moment off guard, and before Da- | 


vid realized, he was fighting in the 
ranks of sin against the God he 
loved! David’s sorrow was all the 
deeper and his repentance the 
more thorough when he perceived 
his sin had been used as a cruel 


spear, thrust against the God 
whose affection he had so long 
shared. 


Sin’s Blinding Blight 


It is a universally recognized 


fact that sin always enslaves the | 


will of the sinner. But slavery is 
only part of the penalty of sin. 


fact that sin corrupts the affec- 
tions and destroys the sense of 
values. No sinner, therefore, can 
see his sin in its true light. To 


David, whose mind had been thus) 


blighted by sin, 
dumb animal was a misdemeanor 
which could not be forgiven. Yet 
the spoiling of a woman’s honor, 
and the killing of her husbafid, 
were matters to be forgotten. 


Loss of judgment is always a 


penalty of sin. This is so on any | 
strata of society. The Pharisees, | 
majoring in religion as they did, | 
saw no wrong in paying witnesses | 


to frame the Son of God, nor in 
giving Him a trial that was an 
insult to justice. Sin had so blind- 
ed their souls that they deemed it 
fitting and desirable that Christ 


be hung upon a cross of their own | 


making. Yet, when Christ made a 
sick man well or healed the lame 
on the Sabbath, to their warped 
minds He had violated a law for 
which there should be punishment 
without mercy. 


Folks who are impatient with | 
the sinner and whose folly pro- | 
vokes their disgust, underestimate | 


the havoc wrought by. sin. Sin 


first of all attacks that part of | 


the mind which, like a delicate 
balance, is able to weigh values. 
Having once’ destroyed that facul- 
ty, the distortion of thought which 
follows may be so complete that 
evil itself may henceforth appear 
to be good. 


Some of us have recently wit- 
nessed this havoc in the life of a 
cherished personal friend in whose 
heart this delicate balance has 
been destroyed. Ben was honest 
and conscientious. Had you known 
him, you would have trusted him 
just as much as we did. In the 
Company of national reputation 
for which he worked, he ranked 
with those at the very top. He had 
a big income, a lovely home, a 
veritable queen for a wife. In the 
church of which he was a member, 
he had been a loyal official for 
nearly ten years. Everyone ad- 
mired him. Few from among our 
friends have been so favored. 


One night not long ago Ben 
didn’t come home. Days passed. His 
wife and loved ones were almost 
insane with anxiety. Investigators 
found no motive for his disap- 
pearance, for every cent of the 
funds he had handled had been 
turned in and his records were 
without error. Weeks later, the 
reason for his going was acciden- 
tally discovered. Ben was seen al- 
most fifteen hundred miles away 
with another woman where they 


i 
/ 


lifetime income. All this was sac- 
rificed in addition to leaving his 
devoted wife, his new home, his 
admiring friends. 

The price Ben had been willing 
to pay for the second woman led 


some of his acquaintences to be- 


. ; ‘lost his mind!” 
Worse even than slavery is the| 


the theft of a) 


lieve she must be a woman of rare 
and bewitching beauty. “Who else 
could turn the heart of a man 
so steadfast as Ben?” they rea- 
soned. But the person who saw 
them together insisted, “In size, 
shape, and looks, she resembles a 
pig!” 

Ben’s friends 
must be 


“He 
has 
are words which 
often fall from their lips. But we 
who know the blinding power of 
evil understand the reason. Some- 


are stunned. 
going crazy!...He 


where along the way, in thought, | 


in word, in look, Ben moved onto 
/speaking terms with sin. At the 
time, it seemed so harmless a 
thing to do. But before he realized, 


sin had sabotaged the delicate bal- 


ance of judgment. From then on, 


its going was easy; from then on, | 


no obstacle stood in its way. 


Sin’s Only Cure 


Before David was aware 


spoke was himself, the 


tion for the violation: restitution, | 
not once, but fourfold! But once | 


Nathan said, “Thou art the man,” 
David saw how futile and impos- 
Sible would be any attempt to 
right the wrong. No amount of 
'recompense on his part could give 
Bathsheba back her honor, no 
‘amount of recompense could give 
Uriah back his life. 

The story of David teaches this 
‘one more important lesson we 
'must never forget: No man can 


make full restitution for his sin. 
'How many in sorrow and sickness 
'of heart wish they could wake up 
'and find their sin but an awful 
|dream! But the hands of time can- 
not be turned back. The word, 
once spoken, cannot be recalled. 
The deed, once done, can never 
be undone. 

And just as the sinner cannot 
right the wrong his sin has done 
to others, neither can he right the 
wrong sin has done to himself. Sin 
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“O, wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” the great Apostle 
cried. He wanted the furnishings 
of his home to be for a heavenly 
mansion, and not for an earthly 
palace; he wanted his bank ac- 
count to be spiritual and not ma- 
terial. He found that there was a 
way to change the coin of the 
realm into crowns of reward. 

All of us will come to a larger 
place, as did Job, as did Paul, as 
did David when we come ‘to build 
upon the “continuing city,” the 
spiritual Rock, and not upon the 
shifting sands of the world’s no- 
tions, nor among the crumbling 
columns and the fading glories of 
the cities of this world. Let us 
thank God as we plant our feet 
upon the “Rock of the Ages” who 
is able to deliver us.—Messenger 
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is to the soul what malignant dis- 
ease is to the body. It enters the 


they shall be as wool.” Believe 
and accept that promise today. If 


very blood-stream and contamin-! you will trust Christ to save you, 
ates every last particle of the! sign the decision form here, then 


whole being. No power less than | copy it in a letter and mail to me 
God’s can counteract it. at once. Say yes in your heart to 

But praise His name, God waits! God: receive His forgiveness, 
to do just that! Man’s attempts Brother Li Calzi will rejoice with 
to hide his sin are destined to} us over your decision. I will write 


sin in the deepest sea and remem- 


couragement, 


fail, but God promises to bury our’ you a letter of counsel and en- 


ber it no more forever. “Come 
now,” He says, “let us reason to- 

Trrere velit J > Dina Tai . 
gether ays though your sins he as So VOEE list John 4 rice, Edito1 
scarlet, they shall be as white as LHE SWORD ve ktm LORD 
snow; though they be red like Wheaton, Illinois 
eaten Shall be as wool” | near Brother Rice: 
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David's way back is our way I have read Evangelist Li Calzi's 


back. We must seek God’s pardon 


in the King’s Palace.” O sinner, 
Sin will always catch up with the 


| Sinner. How will you face the God 


of judgment, the God who punishes | 
\sin? It He will not let sin get by) 


in His own dear people, how can | 


sermon I feel moved in my heart 
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you expect to get by with your 
sin when you have not trusted STEEL FOLDING CHAIRS 
Christ for forgiveness? In Jesus’ (~ 8 COMFORT- 
dear name, I beg you to repent of ! ABLE 
your sins today and turn to Christ e LONG LIFE 
for mercy and salvation. i 

He can wash your sin as white @® STRONG 
as snow. ‘Trust Him now while ® NON-SLIP 
your heart is moved. Your heart @® FASILY 
which today is tender, may be STORED 
cold and unconcerned tomorrow. ® SEVERAL 
Yes, David’s way back is your STLYES & 
way back. You must seek God’s | COLORS 


you do, you will find His arms out 
stretched in welcome. He promised, 
as Brother Li Calzi quoted, 


“Though your sins be as scarlet, | 
\they shall be as white as snow; 


though they be red like crimson, 
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Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 24, 1953 


The Priceless Book 


(Continued from page 1) 


officials thought this of little val-| 


_ — - ooo 


false. Mistakes may have been 


ue, but later investigation revealed | made in copying or in translating, 


a false bottom in the trunk which | 


contained diamonds weighing more | 
than one thousand carats and val-| God, 
' without 


ued at almost half a million dol- 
lars. In all earnestness and en- 
tirely without any senseless, cruel 
exaggeration, we tell you today: 
your Bible can be worth more to 
you than that whole trunk filled 
with large, carefully cut diamonds. 

Our text for Bible Sunday, ta- 
ken from God’s own errorless 
Word, supports this statement, 
when Job (chapter 28, verse 15) 
says of the sacred wisdom found 
in Seripture, “Jt cannot be gotten 
for gold, neither shall silver be 
weighed for the price thereof.” 
These words show us the priceless 
book, our Bible, and they lead us 
to stress the incomparable trea- 
sure of its truth, its mercy, and 
its might. 


I, His Priceless Truth 

The Bible is truly beyond price 
because of its divine truth. So that 
you who hear this broadcast for 
the first time will know definitely 
where we stand, we tell you: It is 
our conviction that the Bible, as | 
God gave it, is the errorless, in-| 
spired, divine truth. We do not 
share the position of those who 
hold that Scripture is partly true 
and partly false; that it is correct 
and reliable when it testifies to 
Christ, but incorrect and unre- 
liable when it speaks of history, 
geography, science, or any other 
secular subject. How could the 
holy God Himself give ys a book 
which is partly right and partly 
wrong? How could you and I trust 
the Bible as a soul-guide for eter- | 
nity if one page is factual and the 
next fictional? 

The reason many churches have 
lost their power today stems from 
the tragedy that, while they were 
built and paid for by people who 
believed God’s Word, in at Gene- 
sis and out at Revelation, to be | 
God’s truth, today loud voices are 
heard in Protestantism denying 
that the Scriptures are the error- 
less record from Heaven itself, 
insisting that the person who be- 
lieves in the literal infallibility of 
Scripture runs the risk of a trip 
to the insane asylum. Before we | 
speak of large-scale plans for | 
church union—and God knows that 
with a quarter of a thousand dif- | 
ferent denominations in the Uni- 
ted States we truly need real | 
unity and oneness in belief—let | 
the churches be united in the first | 
and fundamental fact of the faith, | 
the acceptance of the Bible as the | 
revelation of God Himself and| 
therefore without any mistake or | 
exaggeration. Until all the church-| 
es get back to the Bible as God's | 
own truth, the one sacred source | 
of doctrine, divine and decisive, | 
the cause of Christianity will suf-| 
fer irreparable loss and souls will 
be kept from the Saviour. 

We believe that the Bible is 
true because Jesus says, “Thy 
Word is truth,’ and His apostle 
echoes, “All Scripture is given by' 
inspiration of God.’ Assuredly, the | 
Almighty cannot inspire anything | 


bombing; 


| village 


which involve sinful, fallible men; 
but everything that comes from 
as the Bible does, must be 
fault. 


Again we say that the Bible is 
true because it has withstood all 
the attacks directed to destroy it. 
Vast sums, totaling hundreds of 
millions of dollars and more, have 
been devoted to discredit and des- 
troy Scripture; hate-filled. men 
have centered their brain power 
and energies on the task of tear- 
ing Scripture from the hearts of 
the believers; but the Word which 
is “sharper than any two edged 
sword” has not only cut its way 
through all opposition, not only 


withstood the venom of men who, 


boasted that they had wiped it off 
the earth, but it has also contin- 
ued its triumphal march until last 
year more copies of Scripture were 
distributed by the American Bible 
Society and allied agencies than 
ever before, and the record of 


God’s Redeeming love is translated | 


into 1,100 different languages, 
again more than ever before. In 
the greatest anti-God and anti-Bi- 
ble madness history has ever seen, 
Red forces have burned and con- 
fiscated more Bibles than any 
other atheistic force in history. 
They have held up shipments of 


Scripture into the territory they 


control, branding the Bible as en- 
emy propaganda material. In East- 


‘ern Germany they have torn down 


some of the churches that escaped 
they have issued the 
vilest caricatures of Christ, God, 
and leading biblical figures that 
diseased minds of men have ever 
drawn; they have boasted publicly 


‘that they have succeeded in wip- 


ing out religion; but they lie. 
From behind the Iron Curtain lis- 
teners write us in typical letters 
like these from Poland: 
listening to your broadcast, I have 
decided to take a chance and write 
to you. I say ‘take a chance’ be- 
cause I do not know if my letter 
will be censored by the Red gov- 
ernment or not. In case this hap- 
pens, life in Poland will be of no 
value. We are living with the hope 
of a better future because we see 
in your broadcast that God is not 
forgetting us.” 


Another listener writes: “In our 
we have one radio and 
thirty-four loud speakers installed 


‘in the thirty-four homes. I am in 


charge of the radio, and I tune in 
your Polish broadcast, 
Christ to the nations. In this way 
the whole village listens to your 
broadcast.” ‘The bloodiest Red 
Commissar will never be able to 
kill the spirit of these men. Even 


loyalty to God’s Word, many will 
be ready to join the long line of 


“After | 


| 
| 


| tament history, have been proved | 


| 


bringing | 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR... 


The late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier, was born in Boston 60 
years ago. From 1922 until his 
death three or four years ago, 
he served as professor of Old 
Testament Exegesis at Concor- 
dia Seminary, St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. However, Dr. Maier was 
more justly famed as the elo- 
quent speaker and guiding gen- 
ius of the International Luth- 
eran Hour, broadcasting over 
905 stations in a number of 
different languages. He is the 
author of 15 volumes of radio 
sermons. Perhaps his _ best- 
known book is a 598 page work 
on marriage and the Christian 
home, entitled, FOR BETTER, 
NOT FOR WORSE. 


everything good and blessed that 
men enjoy today. What purely hu- 
man book could accomplish this 
super-human task? What volume 
which men. have ever written, 


,apart from those based on Scrip- 


ture itself, has ever given a dying 
man real assurance when His soul 
was balanced on the brink of eter- 
nity? 

Thank God that in this age 
when the enemies of God, mobil- 
ized against His Bible, are more 
numerous and more widespread 
over the earth than in any other 
previous attack on our faith, the 
Almighty has given us startling 
proof for the truth of the two 
Testaments! Within the last hun- 
dred years the ruins of ancient 
empires in Asia, all closely con- 
nected with the Bible, have been 
uncovered with the remarkable re- 
sult that critics who denied that 
Moses could write, insisted that 
the Bible was wrong in its ancient 
history and geography, contra- 
dicted Scripture’s statements con- 
cerning ancient nations, attacked 
the divine statements of Old Tes- 


wrong, one after the other, by 
the monuments, inscriptions, and 
tablets dug up from the earth it- 
self. 


The ancient copy of Isaiah and 
Habakkuk found in a Palestinian 
cave two years ago furnishes an- 
other means of showing the er- 
rors of Bible critics. They used to 
say that the prophetic books we 
have today are not the same as 
those written by the prophets 
themselves; but they cannot say 
that now. These second-century- 
before-Christ leather scrolls are in 
all essential details the very same 
as the Book of Isaiah that has 
come down to us. Again, some crit- 
ics charged that Isaiah’s prophe- 
cies were so exact that they were 
inserted after our Saviour lived; 
but they cannot say that now, for 
here is divine proof that the fifty- 


third chapter of Isaiah, for ex- 
if some behind the Iron Curtain | 
have to suffer martyrdom for their | 


valiant defenders of the faith who. 


have laid down 
Christ. 


their lives for. 


Again, God’s Word proves itself | 


true by its divine power, by chang- 
ing human hearts, 
lions from Hell and assuring them 
of Heaven. This one book has 
changed the world, producing 
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rescuing mil-| 


ample, was a part of the second- 


century-before-Christ Old Testa- | 


ment. 


The Bible is truly priceless be- 
cause its truth cannot be found 
otherwise in our age of falsehood 
and deception. We miss the truth 
in the assembly of the nations, 


| 


| 


where one country after the other | 


is charged with breaking its prom- | 
ise. We see the truth attacked by | 


the lying propaganda and the in- 
creasing crime of our day. We be- 
hold broken promises in medical 
circles, where preparations once 
hailed as cures sometimes have to 
be recalled because of their in- 
jurious effects. We see truth tread 
upon in family circles where hus- 
bands and wives deceive each oth- 
er and secretly shatter their mar- 
riage vows. With Pilate, many to- 
day ask, “What is truth?” because 
they cannot find it in the mass of 
men’s misrepresentation, misstate- 
ments, and mistakes. 


Thank the Almighty with me 
today: in the Bible, in Christ’s 
Gospel of grace, you have God’s 
eternal truth! You can always 
rely on the Saviour’s pledges, for 
“all the promises of God in him 
are yea, and in him amen.” “Heav- 
en and earth shall pass away; but 
my words shall not pass away,” 
as all error must fade and die. 
You can entrust yourself to Christ 
for eternity, guaranteed that His 
grace cannot fail. Start to trust 
this truth today! Read the Bible 
reverently and the Holy Spirit 
will give you the inner conviction 
that God’s Word is true, and that 
here, in its priceless passages, you 
have found the rock on which you 
can build an immovable and im- 
mortal faith. 


II, Its Priceless Mercy 

We can join Job in saying of 
Scripture, “Jt cannot be gotten 
for gold, neither shall silver -be 
weighed for the price thereof,” 
also because the marvelous mercy 
Scripture offers us in Jesus can- 
not be purchased with all the 
money you can.gather; yet praise 
God this priceless grace is offered 
every one of you freely! 

Have you ever stopped to con- 
sider what it cost in terms of pain 
and persecution to write the Bi- 
ble? Today we honor the prophets 
and apostles; but in the spiritually 
dark ages they had to pay for serv- 
ing as God’s penmen by suffering 
imprisonment, exile, or even death. 

What a heavy price the early 
translators of the Bible had to 
pay! Think of Wycliffe who gave 
Britain the Bible in English, yet 
who, after his death, was con- 
demned as a heretic, when his re- 
mains were dug up and thrown 
into a river! Think of William 
Tyndale, who 413 years ago was 
strangled to death and _ then 
burned to ashes for no other cause 
than this, that he dared to trans- 
late the Bible into the English 
language so that even the plow 
boys of England could know Scrip- 
ture! 

Think of the masses who from 
the first century to this twentieth 
had to endure heavy penalties for 
reading and believing Scripture 
truths! 

Yet all the suffering and sorrow 
they sustained cannot truly be 
compared with the price Jesus 
paid when He died the death 
which gives the Bible the base 
of its promise and power: Our Sa- 
viour’s love is immeasurable in 
its immensity, including, as it does, 
all of humanity’s yesterday, today 
and tomorrow, not excluding even 
the bloodiest athiest, the most 
blasphemous scoffer, the most 
brutal sinner, offering you who 


have ridiculed and rejected your | 


Redeemer the blessings of His 
bounteous love, if only you repent 
and believe! 

Christ’s love for you is price- 
less, for who could pay the cost 
of your redemption that Jesus 


| 


paid? If John L. Lewis had to pay 
$1,400,000 fine for disregarding 
the directions of the United States 
Court, how much must you pay 
to satisfy divine justice? If a 
California man sues Pacific Coast 
oil companies for $176,000,000 al- 
leging that they broke their agree- 
ment and infringed on his patent, 
for how much could God Almighty 
sue you on the charge .that you 
have broken His Word and dealt 
dishonestly with His grace? If the 
last war cost $4,000,000,000,000, 
how appalling must be the charge 
heaped up against humanity in 
its century-old conflict with the 
Almighty? 

No matter what any one else 
tries to tell you, listen to God's 
Word, when it assures you that 
you yourself cannot even begin to 
pay the cost of having your sins 
removed; that your whole lifetime, 
even if you devoted day and night 
to earning your own salvation, 
could not pay for your release 
from ruin. My brothers and sisters 
who think that by your own good 
will, good works, good words, you 
can gain recognition and remis- 
sion of sins from God, listen as in 
the Old Testament Micah calls 


out: “Wherewith shall I come be- 


fore the Lord, and bow myself be- 


\fore the high God? Shall I come 


| 
} 
i 
| 


| 
| 


before Him with burnt offerings, 
with calves of a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands 
of rams, or with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my first- 
born for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul?” And as that prophet shows 
that even the sacrifice of human 
life cannot cleanse you from your 
sins, turn to the Gospel of Christ 
and learn the priceless mercy of 
Jesus which in Job’s language 
“cannot be gotten for gold, neith- 
er shall silver be weighed for the 
price thereof.” It is the prime pur- 
pose of this mission of the air to 
proclaim in a world of self-right- 
eous men, toiling hopelessly on the 
treadmill of their own supposedly 
good works, that “ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold,’ but are saved 


(Continued on page 11) 


Giving money to a good cause 
is not hard for most people. 
Some people can’t give much 
money, but most people can 
give a littlié. There is some- 
thing that is harder for Chris- 
tians to do, and that is to 
send up effectual, fervent pray- 
er to God for a good cause. 
There is such a thing as re- 
freshing fellowship in prayer. 
We can call God Father, recog- 
nize His Son, not only as our 
Saviour but our Friend, and be 
conscious of the Holy Spirit as 
our daily companion. But prayer 
is more than just fellowship. 
“The effectual, fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth 
much.” This does not necessari- 
ly mean that prayer is an act 
of rolling on the floor and 
groaning in agony. It does mean 
that prayer is honest-to-good- 
ness, fervent, intense service. It 


in the evening and just say, 
“Yes, Lord, I forgot so-and-so. 
I want to ask You to take care 
of him or her for whom I prom- 
ised to pray.’”’ Now, we are ask- 
ing all of you Christian folks 
who have a great deal of money 
and you who do not have much 
money to help Bob Jones Uni- 
versity raise its Student Loan 
Endowment and Missionary 
Fund by making a financial 
contribution if you feel led to 
do it. But we are asking you 
to do something that“is going 
to be harder on you than giy- 
ing money if you really do it. 
We are asking you to be prayer 
partners with the Christian 
friends in many parts of the 
world who are really praying 
to God to keep Bob Jones Uni- 
versity faithful to its trust and 
to let the power of God come 
down upon the institution to 
keep it always in tune to the 
will of God and the program of 
God in this day of world unrest, 
of peculiar morbid religious 
manifestations, and overempha- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


is not easy to really pray. I feel | that type of emphasis in this 
guilty sometimes when people| day and time. He is against 
say to me, “Will you remem-| Bob Jones University. Every 
ber me in prayer,” and I say,| day I live I am convinced that 
“Yes,” and then maybe I pray) 


sis on non-essentials at the ex- 
pense of proper emphasis on es- 
sentials. 

We are calling on God's peo- 
ple ‘to really pray for us. So 
many things are happening “In 
this day and time— things that 
concern an old veteran like me 
that has been out for years and 
has observed conditions around 
the world. In the last six 
months, there have been in- 
creased manifestations of what 
impress me as being in some 
cases a demon counterfeit of the 
real. We want Bob Jones Uni- 
versity to be real. We avant to 
train leaders with real faith 
and with a real Gospel ap- 
proach and with real rugged, 
honest-to-goodness, intelligent, 
uncompromising Christian cour- 
age, but who at the same time 
will retain a fervent evangelis- 
tic spirit. The devil is against 


God called this school into exist- 
ence to do a job of a certain 
kind that needs to be done in . 
this day, and we promise all of | 
our Christian friends that we 
are not going to surrender. We 
are going to be true, let come 
what may come; and I want 
you to help us by praying for 
us. I have never made an appeal 
to you before that is more sin- 
cere than this one: Pray for us. 
It takes wisdom and the leader- 
ship of the Spirit to carry on 
and be true in these days of 
superficiality and satanic at- 
tack. We have never surrender- 
ed, and by the help of God, we 
are not going to surrender. If 
the Lord leads you to send a 
contribution to the Student 
Loan Endowment and Mission- 
ary Fund, send it; but I am 
counting on your prayers. Don’t 
let us down. Thank you and 
God bless you. 


BOB. JONES, Founder 

Bob Jones University 

Greenville, S. C. : 
(Advertisement) 
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by grace, through faith 
Saviour’s atoning love. 


How priceless is every part of 
His redemption! First, you have 
a priceless soul which, according 
to Christ’s plain statement, is 
worth more than all the world. 
Remember this if it seems that 
life kicks you around brutally and 
those whom you thought were 
friends vanish when trouble grows 
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er in Texas which we translate 
from Spanish: “In 1945 I was feel- 
ing lost and despondent. Then I 
listened to the Spanish Lutheran 
Hour over the station in San 
Antonio. I decided to get in touch 
with the broadcast. I acquired a 
Spanish Bible, as you advised me. 
Through the reading of the Bible 
and your instruction, I came to 
realize that I was a sinner, and 
that Jesus died on the cross for 
my sins. I came to the faith. Now 
I am saved. I also started a life 
of prayer that has been instru- 


ue!”” Never! But he did say, “Re- 
pent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ!’ 
And Scripture testifies, “Then 
they that gladly recewed his. word 
were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls.”’ 


The same path is followed 
throughout the Book of Acts. Phil- 
ip preaches the Word of the Gos- 
pel to the Ethiopian eunuch, prob- 
ably a Negro; and without any 
further instruction, that high of- 
ficial accepted Christ as his Sa- 


F. I. Jones. was one of the “bad 
men” in a small Arkansas mill 
town, an outspoken enemy of re- 
ligion. One day, while wasting his 
time watching the trains come in 
at the depot, a woman handed him 
a New Testament and requested 
him to read it. Urged by curiosity, 
Jones began to page through the . - 
Bible. Before he closed it, however, 
his eyes lighted on the last page, 
the final chapter of Revelation 
where the Lord says: “The time is 
at hand. He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still... and he that is 


in the Again, you have a priceless plan 
of salvation. Jesus did what no 
one else could do; He took away 
your guilt, placed its curse and 
punishment on His own stainless 
soul, became sin for you so that 
you may be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. He laid down 
His life to free you from the doom 
of eternal death. He took your 
place in enduring divine wrath for 


thick! 


Then you have a priceless Sa- 
the 
very God Himself, who loves you 


viour, the Son of God, yes, 


even more than His own life. 


your transgressions, and by His 
agonizing end He made you a 
child of God and an heir of eternal 
salvation. 


You have a priceless pledge of 
your salvation, for your redemp- 


mental in changing my husband 
from a drunkard and an abusive 
husband to one who has felt the 
power of the Gospel in his life. My 
children also, so long neglected 
spiritually, are turning to Christ. 
I will never be able to thank God 


viour. When they passed a brook 
he immediately asked for baptism 
and received it. In the same spirit, 
I plead with you colored listeners, 
whom the Lord loves and for 
whom He shed His cleansing blood, 


holy, let him be holy still. And, 
behold, I come quickly ... to gwe 
every man according as his work 
shall be.” Those words, Jones. felt, 
were written for him. He began to 
think and to believe. Soon he left 


panes ‘ . to take Jesus as your Saviour| that little mill town for the city; 
, tion is sealed in Jesus blood; and | enough for having led me to listen now, in these very moments. but he took his New Testament 
A Cc C © RDI OWN S$ ee as soon as you believe that|to the Lutheran Hour.” Perhaps some of you enemies of | With him. He started to attend 
rang Gied for you, and we pray A New York listener wrote us| Jesus, Communists, infidels and | Church, came all the way & 

FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES this Advent Sunday thousands of -~. ots, , 


Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
_ Workers and Missionaries at 


-International Uniform Sunday 
School ns 


Some things our readers have to say— 


@ “The teaching-helps, the illustrations, poems, 


and so on, mean much to me. __I have a large 
class of women in a country Sunday school.” — 
West Chester, Pa. 


tin U. S. dollars). In Canada: add 25c for postage. 


you will tell God, as, we pray, 


price thereof.’ When Saint Paul 
says that he is “not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation,” he 
shows that the Bible testifying to 
our blessed Saviour, unlike any 


Our broadcast proves this on a 


—— 


————————— 


First Baptist Church, Pon- 


tiac, Michigan: “‘The chap- 


whole book. I consider it a 
very fine presentation of the 
unfailing purpose of the 
church since the day of 
Pentecost.’’ 

Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, 
famous Jewish evangelist: 
“Finished your last book in 
one sitting yesterday. I am 


} 
| 
| 
: sic in simplicity, yet pro- 
. found in its range of sub- 
| ject. I wept over it, prayed 
| over it, It will mark a mile- 
| stone in my Christian and is 


™ on _ - = ™ oan _—— pa —— 


preaching life.’’ 


Voices That 


of Revival 
5. Great Revivals in Bible Times 
Prove We Can Have Revival Now 


<<“ ———<_ 


| “A Relief Sweeps Over the 
Spirit!” = 


“A relief sweeps over the spirit,” 


of every pastor, evangelist, and Christian leader.” 


—Evangelist Jesse M. Hendley 
| 


We Can Have Revival Now! 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


own feeble soul-winning efforts? Then 
read this bookl These messages are 


transforming messages proving 
God can and will give revival yet! Dr. 
V. Raymond Edman, president Wheaton 
College calls them, 
encouragement and challenge!” 


: 

4 
Here is an answer to all those defeat- } 
ists who say we cannot have revival | 
now: who say that the great apostasy | 
is on: who say that we are inevitably [ 
I 


greatest revivals are yet to come, that 
God has given infinite resources that 
always make revival possible when 
His people meet His requirements. Here 
heart - warming, 
teaching. 


pair of Revival 


4. ore Last Days,” a Blessed Age 


6. We Can Have Revival Now Be- 


| 

life- i 
that | 
: 


“A trumpet blast of 


life - transforming 


Freely Available for Soul Winning 


8, The Revival Harvest Is Always 
Ripe Among Lost Sinners 
-. We Can Have Revival Now Be 
cause We Already Have Increas- 
ing Revival 


| 

| 

| 

| 

tasy and Modern Civilization Can- ) 
| 

| 

10. God’s Way to Mass Revival } 
| 

| 

{ 


last week: ‘‘Please send me a sup- 
ply of any lessons regarding my 


French, and by the grace of God, 
merely through studying Scrip- 
ture and without the assistance of 
any man, the whole family has 
come to know Christ and Him 
crucified as their personal and all- 


broadcast that I found my way to 


cleansed, and saved from sin. I 
have found the newness of life af- 
ter taking and believing in Christ 
as my personal Saviour, when I 
heard your radio broadcast.” 
From Canada comes this joyful 
news: “My wife and I have been 
brought to Christ through listen- 


children made me lose my faith in 
God, but I have regained that 
faith as a result of listening to 
your broadcast.” 

We could keep on testifying to 
the divine power of the written 
and spoken Word, as proclaimed 


that the Word of God does what 
no form of mechanical or electric- 


bombs to blast masses into eter- 
nity, or produce pernicious poi- 
sons which can destroy millions; 
they can speak boastfully of mov- 
ing the Gulf Stream from Eng- 
land, of using atomic energy to 
move mountains or make rivers 
run uphill in Russia; but all the 


ing a soul from the ruins of hell. 
Still, a plain ten-cent-store Testa- 
ment can give you God’s guarantee 
of your salvation in Jesus. 

As I tell you in Scripture’s own 


as your Saviour. Repent of your 


Saviour of the world”! The Book 
of Acts contains the record of the 
early converts to Christ; and all 
of those who were brought to the 
faith came to Jesus immediately 


scoffers, have been brought down 


to the Lord. You wives and moth- 
ers who have not yet stood up for 
Jesus, this broadcast is a personal 
and particular appeal to you, ask- 
ing you on this December Lord’s 
day to hear 


do to be saved?” 


give your heart to your Saviour 
right now, on this Advent Sunday? 

The Holy Spirit grant that 
throughout the country many of 
you who think that to become a 
Christian it is necessary to under- 
go hard, lengthy, costly rites and 
ceremonies, will learn the truth 


this confession of your own faith! 
Say it and pray it with me now: 
“Blessed Saviour, I know that I 
have sinned often and willfully; 
but I am even more convinced 
that you died for me on the cross, 
paying the full penalty God had 


despite the ruinous wrong in my 


life! Make and keep me yours! 


ter, ‘The Last Days a Bles- “lectures,” but not the dry, tasteless ||} al energy can accomplish—it cre-| Lord Jesus, I believe; strengthen 
sed Age of Revival,’ is more lectures of uninteresting scholarship. a ype Bony : 
than worth the price of the They are vibrant, challenging, ates faith. Men can make hideous|my weak faith!” If you have 


spoken these words with me in 
true faith, trusting the Bible prom- 
ise, “The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin,” 
then the power of the Gospel has 
been proved in you; your sins are 
forgiven; Heaven is yours. 

The power of God’s Word is also 


Bible aside seek to improve the 
race with a hundred different hu- 
man panaceas. They have tried to 
elevate the race by putting people 
into prison, or putting them into 


ments; by improving their living 


}| truth, “Christ died for us,’ I ask|schools; by operating on_ their 
CHAPTER TITLES }| you to believe it, in these very|bodies or brains; by multiplying 
| 1, Mass Evangelism and Defeatist cause of God’s Infinite Resources ) moments to accept Jesus Christ | laws and international agree- 
| 


and death control. Yet the tragic 
truth remains that our age which, 
more than any other, has spent 
heaped billions to improve men, 
has produced some of the deepest 


that Christ shed His | 


with these four-| 


} 


Christ, and a few years later was 
ordained a minister. But for that 


en husband the record of Christ’s 
redeeming grace. By the Holy 
Spirit’s power the divine Word, 
read and explained to that wretch- 


'ed husband, began to bring Christ 


| 


| seals he Wise 3 ‘into his life. Today that familv 
o Foe nape ae mn vo paper make it hard to | | other book, contains and exerts | Powe réul: Saviour. blood to cleanse you of all your | converted to the cle ansing Saviour, 
single out any for special praise. It is unusual | | divine strength. It is so dynamic Yj S rest Afri-licins ; lieve j : e : 
Sn Christian literature and has excellent helps lor £ . oy A W indelhock, outhw es t Af ae eau a nd to be Tig ve it. | | liv e in ac lea n. happy home, and 
Sunday school teaching.” —Canada. that you can be brought to faith!ca friend writes for our radio Bi- When at midnight Paul, freed | they find joy in active disciple- 
'simply by reading or hearing andj|ble course and adds: “It was|from the prison, answered _his| ship. ; 
Subscription rates: Single subscription, $3.00 a |} | : lievi its cacre . igac . ne | tatlar’c =r Wy | 
il ta ihn al les os eegée, 0208 cack ner vou | | then believing its sacred promises.| through your Lourenco Marques | jailer’s question, “What must I 


The Bible, which changes men’s 


d . ; tee ' ) 'lives, has remade nations. Whe 
| Special Introductory Offer: 18 weeks for $1.00. || worldwide scale. No matter in| God. I can assure you that, come| teen wonderful words, “Believe on| ame eis Saal ieatioes os baer 
(In Canada, $1.10.) | | aot country or language our mis- what may, nobody will ever be|the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou\ - ; — vod 
| THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO sion of the air sends out its Gos-| able to lead me away from the|shalt be saved, and thy house!” rom the grip Of Vics eee 
A . # * f te a “3 . ° . 9 z : . . , 5 . : Ww j ont e " 
: Box 177S Philadelphia 5, P 'pel appeal, it never testifies in| true Christian faith. There in prison, in those early rar sik ali’ nucoaenad aes 
3 di pia % *8 || vain. Here is a letter from a listen- From Manila in the Philippines, | morning hours, the jailer immedi- ie see re ” " 
another listener tells us: “I feel| ately believed. Can you not see, (Continued on page 12) 
CIDR, | like a new woman now, redeemed,|then, why we must ask you to 
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(Continued from page 11) 
nurder their aged parents, live in 
unbridled lust and uncurbed sin? 
The Bible! What caused these 
North-African nations to sacrifice 
their greatness and succumb to 
Mohammedanism? The neglect of 
God's Word! 

What 
freedom, 
Bible, as 


Central Europe its 
blessing? The 
translated by Martin 
Luther, which performed what 
has well been called “a miracle of 
God”! And what killed this bene- 
diction and brought defeat, ruin, 
bankruptcy, and disease on Ger- 
many? The despising of God's 
Word, the hatred of His truth! 

What gave seventeenth-century 
England its great power and 
prosperity? Let J. R. Green in his 
classic, A Short History of the 
English People, answer: “England 
became the people of a book, and 
that book was the Bible... . fa- 
miliar to every Englishman; it 
was read at churches and read at 
home .... The whole temper of 
the nation was changed ....A 
new moral and religious impulse 
spread through every class.’”’ What 
toppled England from this suprem- 
acy, robbed it of its glory, and left 
it what it is today, an impover- 
ished, declining people? The out- 
spoken critics of the Bible, like 
George Barnard Shaw who boldly 
writes that the Saviour’s blood- 
atonement is repugnant to him! 
He gave away his family Bible to 
be auctioned, stating that the book 
had no value except as a curiosity 
and complaining that he cannot 
stand its binding. 

What made the United States 
God’s greatest nation, with the 
victories, the preeminences, the 
prosperity we enjoy today? Let 
President Andrew Jackson answer. 
He says, “The Bible is the rock 
on which our Republic rests.” 
President Abraham Lincoln de- 
clares, “All the good from the Sa- 
viour of the World is communi- 
cated through this book. But for 
this book we would not know right 
from wrong. All things desirable 
to man are contained in it.” Presi- 


gave 
progress, 


have always said, and always will 
say, that the studious perusal of 
the sacred volume will make bet- 
ter citizens, better fathers, and 
better husbands.” President Ulys- 
ses S. Grant summarized, “The 
Bible is the sheet anchor of our 
liberties.” What, we continue to 
will weaken the power and 
undermine the glory of our coun- 
try most quickly and most com- 
pletely? What, if not the increas- 
ing atheist attacks on God’s Word, 
the concealed Communist battle 
against the Bible, the disguised 
offensive against Scripture within 
the churches themselves, the neg- 
lect of Holy Writ in the homes 
and hearts of our people! 

Have you experienced the re- 
newing power of God’s Word? 
Have you been born again ‘by the 
Holy Spirit’s power exerted every 
time you hear and read the Gos- 
pel record? If you are still steeped 
in sin without peace of mind or 
joy of life, read your Bible! Expose 
yourself to the Spirit’s influence! 
What a power God’s Word can be 


ask, 


for you who want to overcome 
evil habits which are breaking 
your health and your happiness! 


How definitely the study of Scrip- 
ture can help you overcome drunk- 
enness! How strongly acquain- 
tance with the Bible can fortify 
you to resist temptation! 

Many of you young folks who 
want to lead clean lives and keep 
yourselves untouched for’ the 
young man or woman who is to 
be your lifemate have the hardest 
Struggle that ever confronted 
youth, because today the dirtiest 
books, the filthiest entertainment, 
the loosest public morality, and 
the worst example of your elders, 
constantly try to coax you into sin. 
Visiting nobility blandly tells you 
that it is good for you to have 
intimate experiences before mar- 
riage; commercial interests readily 


consequences of impurity; highly 
publicized statistics show you how 
widespread and applauded _ un- 
chastity is. As the devil works 
overtime and all the time to make 
you forget your high resolves, 
where can you find the power to 
lead clean lives and resist the 
sins of the flesh? The Bible brings 


essentially the same question when 
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it asks, “Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way”; and 
it gives the answer which, I hope 
to God you young men and women 
will believe and follow, “By taking 
heed thereto according to thy 
word.” Jesus Himself told the dis- 
ciples and us, “Now are ye clean 
through the words which I have 
spoken to you.” Within the covers 
of your Bible you have Heaven's 
pledge of purity. If you read God's 
Word, believe its truth, memorize 
its promises, you will find the 
strength you need to repel the 
Devil as Jesus did when He de- 
clared, “Get thee hence, Satan!” 
Temptation will multiply against 
you; but, with Joseph, you will 
be able to reject even the most 
alluring, heinous sin against the 
Lord, and declare, “How then can 
I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?” Ask fallen girls, 
the men _ responsible for their 
plight, or the millions of unfaith- 
ful husbands and wives, and you 


will find that only in the rarest 
exception has anyone of them 
loved God's Word, studied it as 


the sacred truth, and tried to live 
it in the Lord. Sin and the Bible 
simply do not go together. Luther- 
an Bishop Berggrave of Norway, 
imprisoned by Hitler, was permit- 
ted to write his wife once a week. 
Since every word he wrote was 
highly censored, on the first Sun- 
day in Advent, his letter simply 
quoted a passage from Isaiah. That 
letter was not delivered. Instead, 
the police ordered his wife to no- 
tify her husband that he must 
stop quoting the Bible in his let- 
ters to her. 


Again, in every moment of suf- 
fering the Bible can give you 
peace of mind and divine assur- 
ance which not all the money in 
the world can purchase. When you 
survey your afflictions, as a be- 
liever, in the light of the Bible, 
you learn first: these visitations 
come from God’s grace, not from 
the Almighty’s anger, since Christ 
has cleansed you from your sins, 
their curse, their punishment, their 
guilt. Second, the God who loves 
you and gave His Son far you per- 
mits these hardships to burden 
you for a helpful, remedial, re- 
assuring purpose, namely to keep 
you close to Him, since unbroken 
prosperity often makes puny men 
become boastful braggarts. Third, 
your sufferings are designed to 
make you sympathetic toward 
your alflicted fellow men. The 
Lord knows just how much you 
can endure and He “will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye 
are able.” Fourth, in God's good 
time your sorrows will end. Fifth, 
the Almighty can then give you 


the beauty of joy for the ashes 
of your suffering. 
These words of our text, “It 


cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
shall silver be weighed for the 
price thereof,’ were written by 
Job, the master-sufferer. As He 
lay on the ground scratching the 
bright red leprous boils which 
broke out all over his body; as 
his dazed mind reflected on the 
death of his seven sons and three 
daughters, the loss of his property; 
as the words of his embittered 
wife reechoed in his ear, “Curse 
God, and die!” he looked to his 
friends for counsel, but he found 
no real solution to the problem of 
pain and affliction in their wis- 
dom. Only when he turned to 
God’s Word did he learn that 
“whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth,” and, assured that “He know- 
eth the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth 
as gold,” he could exalt, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him.” God lead all of you in sick- 
beds or in trouble-marked homes, 
all of you: saddened by illness or 
bereavement, to God’s Word with 
its divine, consoling power! With 
Saint Paul I commend all of you 
“To the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified.” 


We come back to the question 
with which we _ started, “How 
much is your Bible worth t6 you?” 
The Holy Spirit help every one 
of you recognize its priceless truth, 
its priceless mercy, and its price- 
less power, and show your grati- 
tude for this treasure by loving 
the Word, reading it, studying it, 
memorizing it, and using it to help 
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Join a Bible class led by a teach- 
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to the right. Especially we urge: 
resolve right now that starting 
today you will read the Bible in 

our family circle and, thus mak- 
ing your home a house of God, 
have your dear ones blessed with 
the priceless power and peace only 
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“Greetings in Jesus’ Name. . 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD is one 
paper a man cannot afford not to 
have,” 


(signed) Rev. R. A. K. 
Medina, New York 


* * * 


“I have very little. of this 
world’s goods, but I would rather 
have THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, than 
other necessities. I would be lost 
without it. It really has been a 
great blessing to me. Can hardly 
wait from one week to another. 
May God continue to bless You in 
this great Work.” 


(signed) E. E. M. 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Ba ~~ * 

“It is with much regret that I 
am writing you this message: 
Please do not send THE SWoRD OF 
THE LORD to me, as my eyes have 
failed so much that I’m sure I am 
taking a risk to strain them to 
read it. It hurts me to make this 
statement, for I’ve never in my 
life of almost 79 years read a pap- 
er that gave me half so much 
spiritual food and strength, as the 
THE SWORD gives. 

“I called it my ‘Bible number 
two,’ for it is the next thing to 
my Bible when I’m hungry or dis- 
couraged.” 

* + * 


“IT am a widow and am 69 years 
old, and have a limited budget to 
get along on. But I would rather 
get along on less for other things 
I need than to have THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD stop coming. I have 
to thank Dr. V. for subscribing 
for it for me. If has brought won- 
derful messages to me and helped 
me in many ways.” 

(signed) Mrs. J. H. 
Pyrites, New York 


* x* * 


“Through a mutual friend whom 
we do not know, we have been 
receiving THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
We wish that we had words to 
express our appreciation to you 
and your staff for such a fine 
paper and also to the friend who 
made it possible for us to receive 
it. May the Lord repay since we 
cannot. 

“We are working with the 
Aguaruna Indians in a very re- 
mote part of Peru, and are un- 
able to attend any church services 
for months at a time. Your paper 
provides much of the _ spiritual 
food that we would otherwise 
miss. 

“We especially enjoyed the ser- 
ies of articles, Heresies Exposed. 

(signed) A. & R. W. 
Lima, Peru 
x %* * 


“I subscribe to your paper and 
wish to say that it is the best 
‘preachers paper’ I’ve seen. May 
God bless you in your work.” 

(signed) L. T. 
Greenville, South Carolina 
a oa * 


“I wouldn’t be without THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD. I pass many 
copies around in homes. Children 
like them, too, ‘to take to Mama.’ 
(I am a missionary in Northern 
Maine). 

(signed) Miss E. C. J. 
Presque Isle, Maine 
» + * 


“This is one of: the most inspir- 
ing, spiritual, and thelpful maga- 
zines that come to us. I do not 
know to whom we are indebted 
for this gift subscription, but we 
are very grateful for this faithful 
messenger.” 


(signed) H. I. 


ly meet Him in heaven! Amen! 
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